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Overview of Photoshop Elements workspace

When you open Photoshop Elements, the Welcome screen offers you two options (Figure 1):

*  The Organizer button opens the Organizer. In the Organizer you organize and manage your images, do
quick editing, create image-based projects (such as collages and slide shows) automatically and share the
images through an online photo album, email, or an online photo service such as Shutterfly or Flickr. (The
Organizer also manages videos.)

* The Photo Editor button opens the Photoshop Elements Editor, which provides a rich set of features for
editing images. For example, you can change image size and resolution, apply filters, add text, touch up
blemishes, or add shapes to an image. You can also create projects and share the resulting images.

ADOBE® PHOTOSHOP* ELEMENTS 11 X
@ Organizer 1 Photo Editor
& ‘ﬁ Organize, Find, and View all your Photos ESN Fdi, Enhance, and add Effects to your Photos

Figure 1 Photoshop Elements Welcome page

The Organizer workspace
The Organizer (Figure 2) works with both Photoshop Elements and Premiere Elements. The Organizer is available
as an option from both products’ Welcome screens.

Sort and view files by media, Task menus for creating projects
people, places and events and sharing images

Media workspace

> Al ety § = 264040 \
B waste refoge

(e o L
: S e Comtrant
S s ® =
Import pane with Sl - =
options for creating < & e & Photo Fix Options
albums and folders e m — pane

J

Options for +— Instant Fix and Tags

selected mode e

Rotte - Add Pecole Add Paces Add Event  Tide Show Ehor

Figure 2 The Organizer
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Using panes and menus in the Organizer
You can filter your files and perform a number of quick tasks in the Organizer without opening Photoshop Elements.

The Organizer has the following four filtering modes above the workspace:

*  Media: The Media workspace displays all your videos and images (Figure 2). You can select images and
videos in the Media view and use the toolbar at the bottom to name people, add locations, and tag photos by
event.

*  People: Displays all the people you have named and tagged.
*  Places: Display photographs and videos by location (Figure 3).
*  Events: View the events you have created.
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Plamsturen
. 3
Kingaicn Ver
o @, "
oy el K
O s o 5557 Toogte Lz of Une Report » mop arror | K

] Show Only Maedia Visibie on Map

Figure 3 Places tab

The Organizer has the following two quick task buttons in the lower right of the workspace:

*  Instant Fix: Perform quick edits on photos, such as fixing redeye or automatically adjusting levels. For
example, you can quickly apply the Auto Color or Auto Levels command to photos (Figure 2).

*  Tags/Info: Assign media keywords and specific tags so you can find them later. You can also give caption
and notes for individual images (Figure 4).

Tags | Information Tags | Information
v Keywords +~| |+ General u
~ @ Nature Caption: | Cold wind in our faces |
@ Bison
N 3 i .
. s ame: |dogsledd|ng4 png | !
~ @ color NOTES: | kjikon D200 100m lens,
@) Ocean blue 2.8, 1/800 sec
. Photography
~ @ Other Ratings: & # # # # B
Dogsledding Size: 1.2MB 1024x685
» Smart Tags Date: 8/3/2012 8:23 AM
Location: C:\Users\Ja...g sledding\ -
Image Tags Image Tags
[In Focug] |[Ada ]| |[inFocus |[Add ]
® High Quality [® High Quality
MBDdD . me MBD . s

Figure 4 Tags and Information panels
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The Organizer has the following four filtering tabs above the workspace:

*  Create: In the Create workspace, you can quickly create photo collages, photo books, DVDs, and other
projects (Figure 5).

*  Share: In the Share workspace, you can generate versions of videos and images to share. For example, you
can share images and videos via social sites or to another user’s computer or mobile device (Figure 5).

Share - Create - M

F=H4  Photo Prints n Facebook
IE] Pnotosook @ Email Attachments
[0 Greeting Card Photo Mail

— You

- Photo Calendar YouTube
m&  Photo Collage (€] videoto Photoshop Showcase
Slide Show m Vimeo
ﬁ Instant Movie o Flick

]

ol DVD with Menu |2 oniine Aibum
I coiacket @ Burn Video DVD / BluRay
[ ovpiacket Online Video Sharing
| al oblle Phones
\‘) CD/DVD Label Mobile Ph

PDF Slide Show

Adobe Revel

B m=

Figure 5 Create and Share tabs

Photoshop Elements Editor workspace

The Photoshop Elements Editor is the second option in the Welcome screen. You can also open the Editor
workspace from the Editor button in the Organizer.

The Photoshop Elements workspace has three views: Quick, Guided, and Expert (Figure 6). The Quick workspace
has a limited set of simple tools for correcting exposure, levels, color, balance, and sharpen. The Guided workspace
offers these features plus touchup, effect and filter options. The Expert workspace contains the full suite of
Photoshop Elements tools to enable you to quickly and easily enhance photos. The Quick and Guided are good
modes for beginning users. More advanced users will like the expanded options for image correction in the Expert
workspace. To switch between these views, click the tabs at the top of the workspace.

File Edit Image Enhance Layer Select Filter View Window Help

Open - Quick Guided \m Create -
A\ 4
Y
Edit views

Figure 6 Photoshop Elements edit views

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated Overview of Photoshop Elements workspace





4

Adobe Photoshop Elements 11 guide

In the Expert editing mode, you can make a wide range of changes to images, such as applying filters and other
enhancements; fixing red-eye, blemishes, and other touch-up problems; adding text to images; and drawing shapes
and lines, either to create new images or to add to existing images (Figure 7).

Menu bar

Open quick | Guided  [IEEEEN create ——— Create
Styles Effects | += \ menu

deerdpng @ 7% (Layes O, RGRE) *

(WY

28l

s o " AR

L =
Toolbox < ;m,/ _,‘_. ..Q;- i

< 4 = I o=

& B 4 Panels

208

i e Y

t B =

3 i

| W
w

. - Q-=v
B2 A0 | et O 0
O S <] [ et | )
‘o S o
& B 9O | D =EH = e I + * B
Phosh Bin - Tool Options - Undo Reco  Roeace  Layoun o-o_-rz_« Layers  Effects  Graphics favorktes  More

Photo Bin Options panel  Organizer button

Figure 7 Photoshop Elements Editor workspace

Menu bar: Contains menus for performing tasks organized by topic. For example, the Image menu contains
commands for manipulating images.

Toolbox: Holds tools for editing images.

Photo Bin button: Displays thumbnails of images that are currently open in the Editor.
Options panel: Offers options for the tool currently selected in the toolbox.

Organizer button: Opens the Organizer.

Panels: Help you monitor image details and modify images. For example, on the Layers panel, you can view and
modify image layers.

Create menu: List of options for quickly and easily creating your media-based projects.
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Using the Create menu in the Editor

The Editor has a Create menu that allows you to use your media in creative projects, such as slide shows and photo

books, and share them with family and friends (Figure 8).

ey

Photo Prints

Photo Book

Greeting Card

Photo Calendar

Photo Collage

Slide Show

CD Jacket

DVD Jacket

CD/DVD Label

e
=
=
C)

Figure 8 Create tab

The projects under the Create tab guide you through the process of using professionally designed templates to create
your own unique project. When you complete a project, you can either share it online, or print it on your home
computer or through a professional printing service. For example, Photo Books let you add various layouts and
designs to your images. Photo books can be printed on your home printer, ordered online from Adobe® Photoshop®

Services, saved to your hard drive, and sent by e-mail (Figure 9).

297.00 x 210.00 mm

* | spotoreal H
‘z\ »‘

Note: All photo books can be printed on your desktop printer.

|Z| Number Of Pages

[ Autofill with Selected Images

Figure 9 Photo Book dialog box
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How to make selections

While in the Editor in Adobe Photoshop Elements, you can select an entire image or isolated parts of an image for
editing. To select the entire image, use the commands in the Select menu. For more precise selections, you can
choose from several selection tools in the toolbox and tools subsets in the related Options panel (Figure 1).

When you make a selection, a border identifies which parts of the image are selected. You can refine a selection by
adding to it, subtracting from it, expanding it, contracting it, or moving it. You can also hide the selection border to
see the effects of your edits more clearly.

Selection tools

VIEW

Wy
Rectangular QY
Marquee tool ™~  SELECT

E—I—. :::3 Rectangular Marquee . : ® = v
ssored o] B i OB | eeeO—— o
HANCE ' New - Aspect: | Normal v ’ - Refine Edge...
i i / Tt P S = :
Quick Selection B : [] Anti-aliasing : W: ~ H:
tool : :

¢ 4

{ Lasso . . © = v
® w =k : :

DRAW @ %2 : @ L—D [@] : Feather: C_ 0 px

: New : ——

7/ i/ w : : Refine Edge...
AL - ¢ [ Anti-aliasing
é E
f k Quick Selection . : ® = v
T 7| |Be (8 e = O0——— sx
kol AS G Brush Settings.. ! [] sample Al Layers
ﬁ' E& i [ Auto-Enhance
233 Nk

COLCR

e

Figure 1 Selection tools and Options panels

Rectangular Marquee: Draws square or rectangular selection borders.

Elliptical Marquee: Draws round or elliptical selection borders.

Lasso: Draws freehand selection borders. This tool is great for making very precise selections.
Magnetic Lasso.: Draws a selection border that snaps to edges you drag over in a photo.

Polygonal Lasso: Draws multiple straight-edged segments of a selection border. Use this tool to surround an area
with perfectly straight segments.

Magic Wand: Selects pixels of similar color with one click.

Quick Selection: Automatically makes a selection based on color and texture similarity when you draw, scribble, or
click the area you want to select.

Selection Brush: Selects the area on which you paint.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to make selections
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Selecting an entire image

Sometimes all you need to do is select an entire photo or all the contents of a single layer. Choose Select > All. The
entire canvas area is selected, and changes apply to the entire canvas area for whichever layer is currently selected.

Use this command to copy the entire contents of one layer to another layer or to another file, or for applying special
effects, such as filters.

You can also use the Select menu to deselect, reselect, or hide a selection.

For the step-by-step instructions in this guide, open the Editor and select Full from the Edit tab to work in the
Standard Edit workspace.

To select and deselect all the contents of a layer by using commands:

1.

In the Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

Choose Select > All.

The selection border, sometimes referred to as marching
ants, shows you have selected the entire canvas for the
active layer. You can now cut, copy, or apply edits to
the selected area (Figure 2).

To remove the selection, choose Select > Deselect.

To repeat the most recent selection, choose Select >
Reselect.

The selection border reappears.

Note: Sometimes the selection border can make it
difficult to see what you are editing. You can turn off
the selection border while maintaining the selection by
pressing Ctrl+H (Windows) or Command+H (Mac OS).
Press Ctrl+H (Windows) or Command+H (Mac OS) a
second time to show the selection.

Be careful when hiding a selection. Accidentally
deleting parts of an image or applying an effect
unintentionally is very easy when the selection border is
hidden. It is best to briefly hide the selection to see what
you need to see, and then turn it back on right away.

How to make selections
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Figure 2 Entire image selected
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Using the marquee tools

The Rectangular Marquee tool draws square or rectangular selection borders, and the Elliptical Marquee tool draws
round or elliptical selection borders. You can choose between tools and options using the Marquee Options panel

(Figure 3).

Rectangular Marquee

@ =~

B Doam o

0 px

New i Aspect: R‘ i | Refine Edge...
Normal

: [] Anti-aliasing Fixed Ratio
Fixed Size

Figure 3 Marquee Options panel

To select rectangular or elliptical areas:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

2. In the toolbox, select the Marquee tool, Currently
selected tool will be shown in the toolbox (Figure 1).

3. In the Options panel, select either the Rectangular
Marquee tool or the Elliptical Marquee tool (Figure 3).

4. Select an Aspect for the tool in the options panel.
Normal: Drag to control the size of the selection.

Fixed Aspect Ratio: Control the proportions of the
selection by using the Width and Height boxes.

Fixed Size: Set a specific size for the selection area by
typing values in the Width and Height boxes.

Note: You can also feather the selection, which softens
the border of the selected area.

5. Drag over the area you want to select (Figure 4).

Note: With the marquee tool still selected, you can drag
the selected area to a new position in the image. This
moves the selection border but not the selected piece of
the image. To move the selected piece of the image,
change to the Move tool before dragging the selection.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Figure 4 Elliptical marquee selection
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Modifying selections

Making selections in Photoshop Elements can be a trial-and-error process for even the most experienced photo
editors. Fortunately, Photoshop Elements provides several options for adjusting your selections. You may have
noticed the small square buttons in the options panel when a selection tool is active (Figure 5). These buttons
control how a selection tool functions, whether to start a new selection with each click or to add or subtract from the
current selection area. They are available for all of the selection tools except the Selection Brush tool and Quick

Selection tool, which have their own set of options.

New Selection Subtract From Selection

Elliptical Marquee

r== 0
1 [ 5
bawd .

'

[ Antifaliasing

E Feather:o_ 0 px

New ' Aspect: } Normal v ’

W:I:] < H:I:]

@-=v

E Refine Edge...

Add To Selection Intersect With Selection

Figure S Selection options

New Selection: Replaces the current selection with a new selection when you click and drag. With this option
selected, dragging within the selection adjusts the position of the selection over the image.

Add To Selection: Adds to the existing selection wherever you drag.

Subtract From Selection: Removes from the existing selection wherever you drag.

Intersect With Selection: Selects the part of the existing selection that overlaps wherever you drag.

You can also modify the current selection by using the Modify commands in the Select menu (Figure 6). For
example, you can expand or contract a selection by a fixed number of pixels. You can select the inverse of the
current selection. For example, you might select an area you want to preserve and then select the inverse (everything

else) and delete it.

All Ctrl+A

Enhance Layer | Select | Filtter View Window Help

Deselect Ctrl+=D

Reselect Shift+Ctrl+D

Inverse Shift+Ctrl+|

All Layers

Deselect Layers

Similar Layers

Feather.. Alt+Ctrl+D

Refine Edge...

Modify

Grow

Similar Contrac

Teamcéanm Calnrtinn
Figure 6 Modify submenu

After making a complex selection, you may also want to save it. After saving a selection, you can easily reload it

from the Select menu.

4 How to make selections
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To add or subtract from a selection:

1.

2.

In the Editor, choose a selection tool and select an area
of the image (Figure 7).

To add to the selection, click the Add To Selection
button in the options panel and drag an area to add it to
the selection.

The selection border expands to include the area you
added (Figure 8).

Note: If you drag across the current selection border, the
old and new selections blend together to form a larger
selection. You can also drag to add a new selection
border that is separate from the original selection
(Figure 9).

To subtract from the selection, click the Subtract From
Selection button in the options panel and drag an area to
remove it from the selection.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Figure 7 First selection

Figure 8 Add to expand the selection

Figure 9 Add a separate selection
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To create a selection from an intersection:

1. In the Editor, choose a selection tool and select an area
of the image (Figure 10).

2. Click the Intersect With Selection button in the options
panel and drag an overlapping area to create the
intersection (Figure 11).

When you release the mouse button, the intersection
defines the final selection (Figure 12).

How to make selections

Figure 10 First selection

Figure 11 Drag to create the intersection

Figure 12 Final selection
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To expand and contract selections:

1. In the Editor, choose a selection tool and select an area
of the image.

2. Choose Select > Modify > Expand or Select > Modify >
Contract.

The Expand (or Contract) Selection dialog box appears
(Figure 13).

3. Enter a number of pixels between 1 and 100.
4. Click OK.

The selection border expands or contracts by the number
of pixels you specified.

To save a selection:

1. In the Editor, use one or more selection tools to define a
selection.

2. Choose Select > Save Selection.
The Save Selection dialog box appears (Figure 14).

3. Enter a name for the selection and click OK.

To load a saved selection:

1. Choose Select > Load Selection.
The Load Selection dialog box appears.

2. Select a selection to load from the Selection menu
(Figure 15).

3. Click OK.

The selection border appears.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Figure 13 Expand Selection dialog box
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Figure 14 Save Selection dialog box
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Figure 15 Load Selection dialog box
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Moving a selection

After you make a selection, you can move the entire selection to another part of the image. This can create
interesting effects, especially with photo collages and other projects that use parts of photos. You can also move
selections to adjust the location of an object in the image. By default, when you move a selection, it is removed from
its original position. When you hold down the Alt key (Windows) or the Option key (Mac OS) and move a selection,
Photoshop Elements moves a copy of the selection, leaving the original intact.

To move a selection:

1.

Make a selection by using the Rectangular Marquee
tool, the Elliptical Marquee tool, or another selection
tool.

Click the Move tool in the Toolbar.

The border of the selection changes to transform
handles.

Drag the selection to another position (Figure 16).

Choose Edit > Undo Move to return the selection to its
original position.

Hold down Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS) and
drag the selection again.

Photoshop Elements makes a duplicate of the selection
(Figure 17).

8 How to make selections

Figure 16 Moving a selection

Figure 17 Copying a selection
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Putting a border on a selection

You can add a border to any selection by using the Stroke command.

To add a border to a selection:

1. Make a selection by using the Rectangular Marquee
tool, the Elliptical Marquee tool, or another selection

tool.

2. Choose Edit > Stroke (Outline) Selection.

The Stroke dialog box opens (Figure 18).

3. Enter values for the following stroke options.

Width: Enter a width in pixels.
Color: Click the color box to open a color selector.

Location: Choose Inside, Center, or Outside to
determine where the stroke appears in relation to the
selection.

Blending: Blending determines how the stroke color
blends with the background (if at all). Leave this at
Normal for no blending.

Opacity: Reduce this number from 100% to make
the stroke transparent.

4. Click OK.

The border appears around the selection (Figure 19).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Figure 18 Stroke dialog box

Figure 19 Stroke applied to selection
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Changing the color of a selection

1.

Make a selection by using the Rectangular Marquee
tool, the Elliptical Marquee tool, or another selection
tool.

Choose Edit > Fill Selection.
The Fill Layer dialog box opens (Figure 20).
Choose a color for the fill.

By default, the fill will match the foreground color
currently selected in the toolbox. You can also choose
the background color, use the color picker to choose a
color, use a pattern, or directly choose black, white, or
grey.

Choose whether to blend the fill with the background.

Leave Blending at Normal for no blending.

Reduce the value of Opacity to make the fill transparent.

When the Opacity is set at 100%, the fill is solid.
Click OK.

The color of the selection changes (Figure 21).

10  How to make selections

Fill Layer

X
@ Learn more about: Fill Layer

Cancel

— Contents
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— Blending —
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[] Preserve Transparency

Figure 20 Fill Layer dialog box

Figure 21 Fill applied (Opacity at 50%)
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Using the Quick Selection tool and the Selection Brush tool

Use the Quick Selection tool to “paint” a selection quickly with an adjustable round brush tip. As you drag, the
selection expands outward, finding and following defined edges in the image. The marks you make don’t need to be
precise because Photoshop Elements draws the selection border for you automatically.

The Selection Brush tool selects whatever you paint. Use the Selection Brush to clean up a selection if the Quick
Selection tool doesn’t produce the exact results you’re looking for.

When using the Quick Selection tool to identify a selection area, you can create a new selection, add to the existing
selection, or subtract from the existing selection by using the buttons in the options panel (Figure 22).

Add To Selection

New Selection Subtract From Selection Brush settings
Quick Selectio) r! A ® = v ®-=v
e Size: A — ) 1
o, ;;;/ E | 5] £ ° ize: px Refine Edge...
35 H H H
‘,(\ : oo . 13 Brush Settings... . [] sample All Layers
Brush Settings X
Hard O 100%
pacing: =( 25%
Round O 100%
Size: ‘ Pen Pressure v ‘ A

Angle: @ o

Figure 22 Quick Selection options

Use the Brush picker in the options panel to set the size and shape of the Quick Selection tool. Select the Sample All
Layers option if you want the selection to apply to all layers instead of only the layer currently selected in the Layers
panel. Select the Auto-Enhance option to reduce roughness and “blockiness” in the selection boundary. Click the
Refine Edge button to make adjustments to an existing selection.
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To select an area by using the Quick Selection tool:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the layer you want to work Brushisetiings A
with. Hard O 100%
2. In the toolbox, select the Quick Selection tool. =C 5 =%
Round 100%
3. Open the Brush settings (Figure 23) to change the brush S pen prssure -

tip size of the Quick Selection tool. Type a pixel size or
move the Diameter slider. Use the Size pop-up menu

options to make the brush tip size sensitive to pen FoEL o
pressure or a stylus wheel.

4. Click or drag inside the part of the image you want to

select (Figure 24). Figure 23 Brush settings for the Quick Selection

tool
The selection grows as you drag. As you drag near the
edges of a shape, the selection area extends to follow the
contours of the shape edge.

If the selection isn’t perfect, you can try again or use the
Add To Selection and Subtract From Selection options
to refine the selection.

5. Click the Refine Edge button to improve the quality of a
selection’s edges and view the selection against a
different background for easy editing.

The Refine Edge dialog box opens (Figure 25), with the
following options.

The options available from the Refine Edge dialog box
include:

*  View Mode: From the pop-up menu, choose a mode
to change how the selection is displayed. Show
Original displays the image without a selection
preview. Show Radius displays the selection border
where edge refinement occurs.

Figure 24 Using the Quick Selection tool

*  Refine Radius and Erase Refinements tools: Let you Befine Edoe x
precisely adjust the border area in which edge Q — View Mode
refinement occurs. M View: 'e|' []show Radius (J)
["]Show Original (P)
*  Smart Radius: Automatically adjusts the radius for ———
hard and soft edges found in the border region. @ []Smart Radius
2 Radius: Qs 00 px

*  Radius: Determines the size of the selection border
in which edge refinement occurs. Increase the
radius to create a more exact selection boundary in
areas with soft transitions or fine detail. The ideal
radius depends upon selection size and content, so
experiment with different settings.

— Adjust Edge
Smooth: O: El
Fea(her:O: 0.0 px
Contrast:O: ) %

Shift Edge: === 0 %

— Output

*  Smooth: Reduces irregular areas (“hills and [] Decontaminate Colors
valleys”) in the selection border to create a Amount; = %
smoother outline. OutputTo: | Selection -]

*  Feather: Create a soft-edged transition. [ ] Remember Settings

Figure 25 Refine Edge dialog box
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*  Contrast: Sharpen selection edges and remove
fuzziness. Typically, however, the Smart Radius
option and refinement tools are more effective.

»  Shift Edge: Shrink or enlarge the selection
boundary. Enter a positive value to expand or a
negative value to contract. Most useful for making
subtle adjustments to soft-edged selections.
Shrinking the selection can help remove unwanted
background colors from selection edges.

*  Decontaminate Colors: Replaces color fringes with
the color of the subject.

Note: Because this option changes pixel color, it
requires output to a new layer or document,
preventing unexpected changes to the current layer.

e Amount: Changes the level of decontamination and
fringe replacement.

*  OQOutput To: Determines whether the refined
selection becomes a selection or mask on the
current layer, or produces a new layer or document.

To refine a selection by using the Selection Brush tool:

1. Change to the Selection Brush tool.

2. In the options panel, click either Add To Selection or
Subtract From Selection (Figure 26).

3. In the options panel, select a size for the brush. Selection Bru
. u ‘Selecnon v‘ Size: o ==

Note: You can also determine hardness for the brush, as e
well as choose to make the selection a mask. For more : : ~ o

information on masks, see “Edit the layer masks” in 5 5

Photoshop Elements Help.

Add TO Selection  Suptract From Selection

. Figure 26 Selection Brush options
4. Drag to paint the areas you want to add to or subtract g P

from the selection.

Note: Zooming in may help you to refine a selection. To
use the Zoom tool, choose View > Zoom In, or press
Ctrl+= (Windows) or Command+= (Mac OS).
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Using the Magic Wand tool

You can use the Magic Wand tool to select any part of an image with a similar color range. For example, if the
image contains a large area of similar color, such as a blue sky, the Magic Wand tool can make selecting this large
area very simple.

When using the Magic Wand tool, you can modify its behavior by using the settings in the options panel

(Figure 27).
Magic Wand . . : 0 v= v
\\ 0 7 Dl& % @ Tolerance: =( == 3) [ ] Sam;-)le All Layers
: New . : [¥] contiguous
|

i [ Anti-aliasing

Figure 27 Magic Wand options panel

Tolerance: A low tolerance selects colors very similar to the pixel on which you click. A higher number selects a
wider range of colors. Type a number from 0 to 255.

Sample All Layers: Bases selection on colors in all the visible layers. With this option deselected, the selection will
be based on colors in the active layer only.

Contiguous: Selects only pixels that are adjacent to each other. With this option deselected, pixels with a similar
color throughout the image will be selected.

Anti-alias: Produces a smooth selection edge.

Once you begin your selection, you can add to the selection by holding down Shift as you click. You can subtract
from the selection by holding down Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS) as you click.

To make selections based on color:

1.

In the Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

In the toolbox, select the Magic Wand tool.

Select options for the Magic Wand tool in the options
panel.

Click in the image to select an area of one color
(Figure 28).

If necessary, add to or subtract from the selection.

In this example, the first click selected the interior of the
boat. To add to the selection, Shift was pressed while
clicking the second color in the gunwale (Figure 29).

To subtract from the selection, hold down Alt
(Windows) or Option (Mac OS) as you click.

14  How to make selections

s
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s
Figure 28 Define the color for the selection with a
click

;‘Ebm

Figure 29 Add to the selection with a Shift-click
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Using the lasso tools

To make very precise selections that contain a range of colors, use the lasso tools (Figure 30). The basic Lasso tool
lets you draw a freechand line around an area to define the selection border. The area can be any shape or size. When
the two ends of the line meet, the selection is complete.

If freehand drawing is too challenging, you can use the Polygonal Lasso tool. The Polygonal Lasso tool draws
straight-edged segments each time you click. You can add as many segments as needed to surround the selection
area. By zooming in and placing lots of very short segments together, you can create a selection border that appears
to be a smooth curve.

If your image includes complex edges set against high-contrast backgrounds, try the Magnetic Lasso tool. The
Magnetic Lasso tool draws a selection border that snaps to the edges of objects you drag over in the photo. The area
you are selecting needs a clearly defined edge with plenty of contrast for this to work well.

Lasso Tool Magnetic Lasso Tool

=

Polygon Lasso _| w
Tool ¢

Immir =) T o
; New

I Refine Edge... |

. [ Anti-aliasing

Figure 30 Lasso Tools options panel

To draw selections with the Lasso tool:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

2. In the toolbox, select the Lasso tool.
3. In the options panel, select options for the Lasso tool.
4. Drag to enclose the area you want to select (Figure 31).

Note: As you drag, you define the selection area. When
the end of your selection returns to where you started,
the selection is complete. Go slowly and be patient. If
you are not getting the result you want, it may be easier
to deselect and start over.

Figure 31 Drawing a selection with the Lasso

To make a selection by using the Polygonal Lasso tool:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

2. In the toolbox, select the Lasso tool.
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In the options panel, select the Polygonal Lasso tool and
set options.

Click where you want the first straight segment to begin,
and then click again where you want the first segment to
end and the next one to begin.

Continue clicking to create segments (Figure 32).

Note: If you zoom in and create many very short
segments, the selection border appears to be smoothly
curved.

If you make a mistake, press Delete to erase segments
and back up. You can switch from straight-edged
segments to a freehand drawing by holding down Alt
(Windows) or Option (Mac OS) and dragging.

To close the selection, do one of the following:

*  Position the pointer over the starting point and
click.

¢ If the pointer is not over the starting point, double-
click, or Ctrl-click. A straight selection segment is
drawn from your pointer to the starting point of
your selection.

Note: If you zoomed in, you can zoom back out to see
the finished selection.

To make a selection by using the Magnetic Lasso tool:

1.

In the Layers panel, click the layer you want to work
with.

In the toolbox, select the Magnetic Lasso tool.

In the options panel, select options for the Magnetic
Lasso tool.

Click (and release) to start the selection. Then move the
pointer along the border of the area you want to select
(Figure 33).

The Magic Lasso automatically snaps to the border
between the selection and the rest of the image.

If you make a mistake, press Delete to erase segments
and return to an earlier state in the process.

To close the selection, do one of the following:

*  Position the pointer over the starting point and
click.

¢ If the pointer is not over the starting point, double-
click, or Ctrl-click. A selection segment is drawn
from your pointer to the starting point of your
selection.

How to make selections

Figure 32 Selecting with the Polygonal Lasso tool

Figure 33 Selecting with the Magnetic Lasso tool
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How to retouch a photo

If your photo requires more touch-up than you can achieve by using Quick Fix, you’re ready to use the photo
retouching tools in Adobe Photoshop Elements. These include tools for removing small and large imperfections,
eliminating distracting objects, cloning parts of an image, blurring and sharpening parts of an image, adjusting color
and contrast, and a lot more. The focus of this guide is five of the photo retouching tools, including Spot Healing
Brush, Healing Brush, Clone Stamp, Blur, and Sharpen (Figure 1). Subsets of some of these tools are available

from the Tool Options panel.

Note: The Crop, Recompose, Cookie Cutter, Straighten, and Red Eye Removal tools are covered in separate guides.

Blur tool —

VIEW

Zoom Tool ——Q \\’_]/

SELECT
'S =y

B
o

ENHANCE

(=R
5::3 T

COLOR

Y
==l

+® \//—— Spot Healing Brush Tool

=1 Clone Stamp Tool

Figure 1 Toolbox

Spot Healing Brush: Removes blemishes and other imperfections in your photos. You can click once on a blemish
or click and drag to smooth away small imperfections.

Healing Brush: Fixes large areas of imperfection when you drag over them. You can remove objects from a uniform
background, such as an object in a field of grass.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Clone Stamp: Paints with a sample of an image, which you can use to duplicate objects, remove imperfections, or
paint over objects in your photo.

Blur: Softens hard edges or areas in an image to reduce detail. Blurring a busy background can bring your subjects
more into focus.

Sharpen: Enhances the definition of edges in an image. Most images can benefit from some sharpening, but
sharpening cannot restore a severely blurry image.

Occasionally, you may have several images of a subject that you like but that are individually unusable. There are
several Photomerge tools that can help you retouch difficult photos. For example, the Exposure tool helps combine
two images with differing exposures into one image with ideal exposure.

To remove spots or small imperfections:

1.

Open the image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace and select Expert from the Mode tabs at the
top of the workspace (Figure 2).

Select the Zoom tool and click the image to zoom in to
the spot or imperfection you want to remove (Figure 3).

Select the Spot Healing Brush in the toolbox.

In the options bar (Figure 4), select a brush and specify
a size for the brush.

In the options bar, select options for the brush.

Proximity Match: Uses pixels around the edge of the
selection to find an image area to use as a patch. Try this
option first. If it doesn’t work, undo the change and try
the Create Texture or Content-Aware options.

Create Texture: Uses all the pixels in the selection to
create a texture in which to fix the area. If this doesn’t
work, try dragging through the area a few times.

Content aware: Uses existing patterns and textures in
the image to fill in spots. Select this option to remove
unwanted objects without creating a hole in the
background.

Sample All Layers: Select this option only if you want
the brush to sample pixels from all layers, not just the
layer that contains the image.

2 How to retouch a photo

Figure 3 Zoom in to imperfection

Spot Healing B_rush

& . Type: () Proximity Match : Brush: ~ e

() Create Texture

® Content Aware i Size: O 13px
: ["] sample All Layers

Figure 4 Spot Healing Brush panel
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6. Position the Spot Healing Brush pointer over the area to ‘ ‘ \ \ ‘
fix, and then click (Figure 5). 3

The spot or imperfection is gone (Figure 6).

Figure 6 The spot is gone

To remove larger imperfections:

1. Open the image in the Editor.

2. Select the Zoom tool and click the image to zoom in to
the area you want to repair (Figure 7).

Note: In this example, the lens has several dust specks
on it that appear as dark smudges in the final photo.

O

Figure 7 Zoom in to area to repair
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3. Select the Healing Brush in the toolbox. L — X
Hordness: e——) |

Spacing: e m— 250

QO 100%

4. In the options bar (Figure 8), open the Brush picker
options and select settings for the brush. =

Pen Presiure

Diameter: Controls the width of the brush. N i @, .

Sampiea -

Hardness: Controls whether the brush edge is sharp or B
fuzzy. P

i Mode: Normal -

Augned : Close Ovsieris ] sample Al Layers

Spacing: Controls how far apart the brush marks are put
down. Figure 8 Healing Brush panel

Angle, Roundness: Similar to a real paintbrush, you can
adjust the roundness of the brush and the angle used to
hold the brush as you paint.

If you are not sure which settings to use, try the default
settings.

5. Select a mode and other options for the brush.

Mode: Determines how the source blends with the
existing pixels—wherever you Alt-click (Windows) or
Option-click (Mac OS). Normal mode lays new pixels

over the existing ones. Try this setting first. Figure 9 Sample the data

Source: Sampled uses pixels from the current image.
Pattern uses pixels from the pattern you select in the
pattern picker.

Aligned: Deselect to use the sample pixels from the
initial sampling point each time you stop and resume
painting.

Sample All Layers: Select this option only if you want
the brush to sample pixels from all layers, not just the oL
layer that contains the image. O

6. Position the pointer over an area you want to sample
(i.e., use to copy over the flaw), and then Alt-click Figure 10 Drag over the flaw to remove it
(Windows) or Option-click (Mac OS) to sample the data
(Figure 9).

7. Drag over the flaw to blend the existing data with the
sampled data (Figure 10). You must release the mouse
button to see the result.
Repeat as needed. The imperfections are removed
(Figure 11). \
P

_

Figure 11 The imperfections are gone
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To clone a part of an image:

1.

Open the image in the Editor.

Note: In this example, the background could use another
fish. Use the Clone Stamp tool to sample one of the
existing fish and create a new one.

Select the Clone Stamp tool in the toolbox.

In the options bar (Figure 12), select a brush and specify
a size for the brush.

In the options bar, select options for the tool.

Mode: Determines how the source blends with the
existing pixels—wherever you Alt-click (Windows) or
Option-click (Mac OS). Normal mode lays new pixels
over the existing ones. Try this setting first.

Opacity: A low opacity allows the pixels under a paint
stroke to show through. To paint solid, use 100 %
opacity; 1% would be nearly transparent.

Aligned: Deselect to use the sample pixels from the
initial sampling point each time you stop and resume
painting.

Sample All Layers: Select this option only if you want
the brush to sample pixels from all layers, not just the
layer that contains the image.

Position the pointer over an area you want to clone (use

to copy to another part of the image), and then Alt-click

(Windows) or Option-click (Mac OS) to sample the area
(Figure 13).

Drag to paint the cloned area to a new location on the
image (Figure 14).

As you drag, a cross hair remains on the image to show
the center of the cloned area. The area is replaced by the
cloned part of the image.

Continue to sample and clone until you get the results
you want. (Figure 15).
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4
i

Brush: Default Brushes v

Size: e 1 px
Opacity: ==—————————x=(]) 100% : [¥] Aligned

(] sample Al Layers Mode: [Nmmal v‘ : [ Clone Overlay

il

Figure 12 Clone Stamp options

Figure 13 Sample the area

Figure 14 Drag over the image to clone

Figure 15 The fish is cloned
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To blur and sharpen parts of an image:

1.

Open the image in the Editor.

Note: In this example, the parent bird and the chick
being fed are the focus of the picture and the
background is very busy. Use the Blur tool to blur the
background and the immediate foreground. Use the
Sharpen tool to enhance the parent bird and its chick
(Figure 16).

Select the Blur tool in the toolbox.

In the options bar (Figure 17), select a brush and specify
a size for the brush.

In the options bar, select options for the brush.

Mode: Determines how the source blends with the
existing pixels—wherever you Alt-click (Windows) or
Option-click (Mac OS). Normal mode lays new pixels
over the existing ones. Try this setting first.

Strength: Determines how much blur effect is applied
with each stroke.

Sample All Layers: Select this option only if you want
the brush to sample pixels from all layers, not just the
layer that contains the image.

Drag over the area you want to blur. Continue to blur the
image until you achieve the results you want
(Figure 18).

Select the Sharpen tool in the toolbox.

In the options bar, select a brush and specify a size for
the brush.

In the options bar, select options for the tool.

Note: Be careful not to over-sharpen the image. Over
use of the Sharpen tool causes the image to degrade. If
you accidentally over-sharpen the image, use the Undo
command to back up.

How to retouch a photo

Figure 18 Drag to blur the background and
foreground
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How to remove unwanted objects from an image

You may need to remove unwanted objects or figures from your images without destroying essential content of a
photo. Using the Content-Aware option with the Spot Healing Brush tool, you can remove selected objects
constructively from one photo (Figure 19). Photoshop Elements compares nearby image content to seamlessly fill
the selection, realistically maintaining key details such as shadows and object edges.

Figure 19 Image before and after an unwanted object (the garden hose) is removed with content-aware fill

To remove an unwanted object from an image:

1.

In the Photoshop Elements Editor workspace, select the Spot Healing Brush :
Spot Healing Brush tool. ] i Typer O Proximity Match | Brush: ~ <
p g 4 : (O Create Texture
In the options bar, select a brush and specify a size for : @content Aware | Size: O 13px
the brush. [] sample Al Layers

Select Content-Aware in the options bar (Figure 20). Figure 20 Options for the Spot Healing Brush tool

Paint over the object that you want to remove from the
image (Figure 21).

Figure 21 Paint over the object to remove

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to retouch a photo





8

Adobe Photoshop Elements 11 guide

How to merge differently exposed photos

Often, photographers encounter situations where it’s impossible to get one photograph with correct exposure, as
when using a flash at night. In these cases, you can merge 2—10 photos of the same subject but with different
exposures (Figure 22) by using the Photomerge Exposure feature of Photoshop Elements.

Figure 22 Two images with different exposures

To create a Photomerge Exposure merge automatically:

1. Select two or more images in the Editor Project Bin or
the Organizer.

For this example, two images are used.
2. Choose Enhance > Photomerge Exposure.

The Photomerge Exposure window opens with a merged
version of the two images (Figure 23).

Note: By default, Photoshop Elements creates the merge
with Smart Blending, which allows you to fine tune Figure 23 Merged image created automatically
highlights and shadows (Figure 24). Simple Blending is

faster but offers less control.

Photomerge Exposure a@

3. Drag the Highlight Details slider to fine tune highlights.
. Create a well exposed photo from a series of
4. Drag the Shadows slider to fine tune shadows. differently exposed photos of the same shot.

AUTOMATIC MANUA |
\ —_J

Click either Simple or Smart Blending to
create a well exposed photo from the
photos selected in Photo Bin.

~—~ Manual tab

() SimpleBlending () Smart Blending
Highlight: e
Shadows: e
Saturation: e m—

Figure 24 Photomerge panel
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To create a Photomerge Exposure merge manually:

1. Select two images in the Bin or the Organizer.
2. Choose File > New > Photomerge Exposure.

The Photomerge Exposure window opens with a merged
version of the two images.

3. Click the Manual tab (Figure 24).

The leftmost image in the Bin or Organizer opens with a
blank space on the right.

4. Drag an image from the Bin or Organizer into the space
on the right (Figure 25).

This image will serve as the final image in the merge.

5. Click the Selection tool in the Photomerge panel on the
right (Figure 26).

6. Drag the pointer in the left photo to highlight areas to be
merged into the right (final) photo.

As you do, these areas will merge automatically
(Figure 27).

It may take trial and error to get your desired effects.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Tobugin drag a photo from the Project B and
diop 1 here 10 st the background mage.

Figure 25 Dragging an image into the blank space

Photomerge Exposure

ae

Create a well exposed photo from a series of
differently exposed photos of the same shot.

AUTOMATIC

Drag one of the photos from the Photo Bin
to the final window. Click a different photo
in the Photo Bin to load it in the source
window.

MANUAL

‘ ," Pencil Tool |

‘ 47 Eraser Tool ‘

Use the Pencil tool on the left source
window to select well exposed regions
from this photo. Repeat this process for
each of your source photos.

[ Show Strokes
[] Show Regions

Opacity:  cnm——)

Optionally, you can use the Opacity slider
1o fine tune how much of each source
photo is blended into the final image.

[] Edge Blending

Advanced Options

| Done | \ Cancel ]

Figure 26 Photomerge Exposure, Manual mode

Areas to be merged
into final photo on right

Areas merged from
left photo

Figure 27 Selecting areas to be merged
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7. To soften the transition between merged areas, you can
take the following steps:

* Drag the Transparency slider to the right. This reduces
the opacity of the merged content.

¢ Select the Edge Blending option. This softens the
edges between merged content and existing content.

These steps should produce an image with less
pronounced contrast between merged and unmerged
areas.

8. Click the Done button to accept the Photomerge
(Figure 28).

Figure 28 Final manual Photomerge
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How to rotate, level, crop, and size images

You can make good photos look great with the editing tools in Adobe Photoshop Elements. You can easily rotate,
straighten, crop, resize, and recompose images. Some of the tools for these basic edits are in the toolbox (Figure 1).

Crop tool

Rotating and leveling images

VIEW

Q &
SELECT

} r==1
+ il
@

2
ENHANCE
ERD
®
¢ L
® &
DRAW

o
é HE
VR . 1

L £

MODIFY

=y

f::} wiad ||

—— Recompose tool

—— Straighten tool

~MAE AN

Figure 1 Toolbox

Many photographers rotate the camera while taking a picture. When these images are viewed on a computer, they
appear sideways. Photoshop Elements makes rotating images easy, by using either the Organizer or the Editor.
Sometimes the required rotation isn’t a precise 90-degree turn to the right or left; instead the photo might need only
a slight adjustment to level the horizon. The Straighten tool in Photoshop Elements can do this for you.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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To rotate an image 90 degrees in the Organizer workspace:

1. In the Organizer, select an image that needs to be rotated
(Figure 2).

Note: You can select multiple images by Control-
clicking (Windows) or Command-clicking (Mac OS).

2. Choose one of these methods to rotate the image:

e Edit > Rotate 90° Left or Edit >
Rotate 90° Right.

*  Click the Rotate Left button in the options bar
at the bottom of the document window, or click

the Rotate options menu to display the Rotate Figure 2 Image that needs to be rotated
Right button (Figure 3).
The Image rotates 90 degrees (Figure 4).
Note: Photoshop Elements may warn you that the image G
cannot be “losslessly rotated.” This means that rotating : C @
the image may hurt the quality of the image. In this n:l ‘D f) [ o8 9+ E
situation, Photoshop Elements offers to create a new Hide ° Undo Rotate ° Add People Add Places Add

rotated version of the image, so that the original image

isn’t harmed. Figure 3 Rotate Left and Rotate Right buttons

You may find that rotating the image in the Editor is a
better solution.

Figure 4 Image rotated 90 degrees

To rotate an image 90 degrees in the Editor workspace:

1. In the Editor, open an image that needs to be rotated.
You can use either Quick Edit or Standard Edit.

2. Choose one of these methods to rotate the image:

e Edit > Rotate 90° Left or Edit >
Rotate 90° Right.

*  Click the Rotate Left or Rotate Right button in
the options bar at the bottom of the document
window.

Note: You can also rotate the image 180 degrees.
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To level an image by using its horizon:

1. In the Editor, open an image that needs to be leveled,
and select Full from the Edit tab to use the Standard Edit
workspace.

2. Select the Straighten tool in the toolbox (Figure 1).

3. Drag to draw a straight line representing what should be
the horizon of the photo (Figure 5).

The image is leveled based on the line you draw. The
horizon is now level, but the outer edges of the photo are
at an angle (Figure 6). You can fix this by cropping the
image.

Figure 5 Image being leveled

Figure 6 Leveled image

Cropping an image
Photographers often use the Crop tool (Figure 1) to remove sections of an image, or to reframe a composition..

Most professional images in magazines and billboards have been cropped to improve the balance and symmetry of
the original picture. Photoshop Elements lets you crop an image using either Quick Fix or Standard Edit in the
Editor workspace.

To crop an image in the Editor workspace:

1. In the Editor, open an image that needs to be cropped.

2. Select the Crop tool in the toolbox.
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3. Drag to select the area of the photo to be cropped.

The interior of the crop selection is what will remain
after the photo is cropped (Figure 7).

A Rule of Thirds overlays the image, and breaks the
image in thirds, horizontally and vertically (equidistant
lines) into nine parts thus providing a better visual aid to
decide a crop. You can change the overlay to a simple
Grid, Golden Ratio, or remove it altogether in the Crop
Options panel (Figure 8).

4. Use the selection handles along the crop border to adjust
the cropping area.

Alternatively, you can use the Crop Preset Area in the
Crop Options panel to refine your cropping area by
choosing a preset width and height.

Selection handles
5. At the bottom of the image, click the Commit Current

Operation button (green check mark) to complete the

Figure 7 Area selected for cropping
crop.
The image is cropped (Figure 9).
Use Photo Ratio
16x9in
Crop Preset Area 25x2in
3x5in
4x6in
5x5in
Crop 5x7in

= =i

Figure 9 Cropped image
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Adjusting image size and resolution

Once you’ve finished editing or retouching a photograph, you may also need to change its overall file size and
resolution to optimize the image for viewing. For example, an image intended for printing will have a much larger
file size and resolution than one you plan to place on a web site or send by e-mail.

To adjust the size and resolution of a file:

1.

Open the image in the Editor.

You can use either Quick Edit or Standard Edit.
Choose Image > Resize > Image Size.

The Image Size dialog box appears (Figure 10).

Make sure the Resample Image option is selected.
Make sure the Constrain Proportions option is selected.

This forces you to maintain the width-to-height
proportion of the image.

Use the resolution box to change the resolution. The
preferred resolution for viewing images on computer
screens is 72 pixels/inch. For printing images, you will
want a higher resolution.

If you plan to show the image on the web or to send the
image by e-mail, you should leave the resolution at 72
and then adjust the dimensions to the maximum size you
want them to appear onscreen. Because you have
Constrain Proportions selected, you can change either
Width or Height in the Pixel Dimensions section, and
the remaining measurements will change automatically
(Figure 11).

Making the image smaller can reduce the file size
significantly.
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Image Size X
@ Learn more about: Image Size oK
L= |
Cancel
Pixel Dimensions: 1.11M L
Width: 568 pixels Help
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Document Size:
Width: cm v
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Scale Styles
[ Constrain Proportions
[] Resample Image:
| Bicubic (best for smooth gradients) v I
Figure 10 Image Size dialog box
Image file size
Image Size X
@ Learn more about: Ima oK
Cancel
Pixel Dimensions: 220.8K (was 1.11M)
Width: pixels :I Help
]
Height: pixels w

Document Size:

width:[882 | | em -
]

Height: cm v ]
Resolution:

["]Scale Styles
[ Constrain Proportions

pixels/in... v

[¥ Resample Image:

Bicubic (best for smooth gradients) v

Figure 11 Smaller image dimensions can reduce
file size
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Recomposing images

You can use the Recompose command to resize an image without distorting content. You can also choose to protect
or remove particular parts of the image during the recomposition process.

Use the Recompose options bar (Figure 12) to determine how the recomposition process proceeds.

Erase highlights marked for protection Select preset area for recompose
Mark for
protection Recompose : @ = v
ﬂ : Size: -O_ 20 px I No Restriction v '
\ Threshold: QO 100%
7 G : : w:|36.‘|2cm |:: H:|23.99cm |
Mark for / ; :
removal : - i
Erase highlights marked for removal Automatically mark skin tones for protection
Figure 12 Recompose options panel
To recompose an image:
1. Open the image in the Editor. o T T — =

2. Select the Recompose tool.

Note: If the Recompose tool is not visible, click and
hold the arrow in the lower-right corner of the Crop tool
to make the Recompose tool visible. If the Recompose
tool information message appears, click OK to close it.

3. In the options bar, click Mark For Protection and drag to
highlight areas in the image that you want to protect
(Figure 13).

4. Click Mark For Removal and highlight areas in the
image that you want to remove.

o

=

Figure 13 Areas marked for protection and
removal
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5. Drag the selection handles to set the target area for the
recomposed image (Figure 14).

Photoshop Elements recomposes the image (Figure 15).
Observe that the diver remains in the picture even
though the selection line was dragged below the diver.
This is because the diver was marked for protection.
Similarly, the coral in the lower left of the image has
been removed, because it was marked for removal.

6. Click the green check mark to accept the change.

Figure 14 Target area for recomposed image

AN

2
o

Figure 15 Recomposed image
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How to use layers

Layers are like stacked transparent sheets on which you can paint or place images, shapes, or text. You can see
through the transparent areas to the layers below. You can work on each layer independently, experimenting to
create the effect you want. You can adjust a layer’s color and brightness, apply special effects, change its opacity,
and change its stacking order. If you want to experiment with color, filters, or other adjustments, you can place an
adjustment or fill layer above the image and see the affects without making any changes to the layer that contains
your image. To remove the effects, simply delete the adjustment layer.

Each layer remains independent until you combine or merge it with other layers. The bottom layer of every new
Adobe Photoshop Elements file is called the Background layer, and it is always locked. If you want to move the
contents of the Background layer or change its opacity, you must first convert it to a regular layer.

To manage the layers in a file, use the Layers panel (Figure 1). If the Layers panel is not visible, open the Window
menu and select Layers.

Create a New Fill or Adjustment Layer Lock All Lock Transparent Pixels Delete Layer

|
v 0 a8 5
[ Normal vx Opacity:

Create New Layer

A
II(fI

L Panel menu

@ 8 Ii Foreground
Layer visibilty — =@ ’T\ Ibex on the ledge
@ & Gradient Fill 1

Figure 1 Layers panel
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Adding, naming, and deleting layers

You can add a new layer in several ways. When you click the Create New Layer button in the Layers panel, a new
layer is placed above the current or active layer. You can open the Layers panel menu and choose New > Layer.
When you add new text or create a shape, a new layer is created automatically. Or, if you copy a selection from one
layer and choose the Paste command, the pasted content is placed on a new layer. To create an exact copy of a layer,
choose Layer > Duplicate Layer.

It’s a good idea to replace temporary layer names with more descriptive names. You can remove a layer by selecting
it on the Layers panel and clicking the Delete Layer button.

To add, name, and delete layers:

1.

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace and select Full from the Edit tab to open the
Standard Edit workspace.

The Layers panel is open on the right. If it is not, choose
Window > Layers.

When you open a photograph, it is automatically placed
in the Background layer.

Click the Create New Layer button.

A new blank layer is added above the active layer. It has
a temporary name, such as Layer 1 (Figure 2).

Double-click to select the temporary layer name, type a
new, more descriptive name for the layer, and press
Enter (Windows) or Return (Mac OS).

Note: If you double-click the layer icon instead of the
layer name, the Layer Properties dialog box opens
(Figure 3). Enter a new name for the layer and click
OK.

To delete a layer, click the layer in the Layers panel to
make it the active layer, and then click the Delete Layer
button in the Layers panel.

How to use layers

Create New Layer button

|
Je.0a % & -

]Normal v] Opacity: | 100% ﬂ

Figure 2 New blank layer

Layer Properties

Name: | | OK

Figure 3 Layer Properties dialog box
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Arranging and editing layers

The stacking order in the Layers panel determines whether a layer appears in front of or behind other layers. To
rearrange the order of layers, drag them to a new level in the Layers panel.

Keep in mind that a layer obstructs the view of what is directly below it. Sometimes you will want a layer to be
partially transparent. You do this by adjusting the layer’s opacity.

As you continue to add new layers, it can be helpful to temporarily hide certain layers so you can see the effects of
the layer or have an unobstructed view of objects below them. You can hide and show a layer by clicking the eye
icon next to the layer in the Layers panel. When you achieve the results you want, you can merge two layers,
making them a single layer. To protect a layer from being accidentally edited, a good idea is to lock them by using
the Lock Layer button in the Layers panel. Type and shape layers are locked by default and cannot be unlocked
without first simplifying the layer.

In the following example, a shape layer has been drawn in front of a block of text, hiding the text (Figure 4). The
shape is intended to go behind the text to help the text stand apart from the background image.

To move a layer:

Ue.Oa & & =
Normal =] opacity:

1. In the Photoshop Elements Editor workspace, select the
layer you want to move by clicking its thumbnail in the
Layers panel.

Selecting the layer makes it the active layer.

Ibex on the ledge

@ 3 Background copy
In this example, the layer with the shape is moved below
the layer with the text so the text is in front of the shape Figure 4 Layers need reordering
(Figure 6).

2. Drag the layer up or down to its new position
(Figure 5).

Yo O0a 5 m -
l Normal v] Opacity: =

@ { I Ibex on thiledge )
ﬁ_vl J Gra L7
YJo.O0a b W -=

Normal ~| Opacity:

Ibex on the ledge ‘

_l S
e § Background copy
N

Figure 6 Layers are reordered
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The top layer in the Layers panel is the layer in the foreground of the image. You can achieve the same effect as
reordering layers more quickly by using a context menu to move objects backward or forward.

To move layers backwards and forwards:

1. Select the Move tool.

2. Right-click (Windows) or Control-click (Mac OS) an
object, such as a shape or block of text.

3. Select one of the following options (Figure 7):

* To move the object back one layer, select Send
Backward.

* To move the object all the way back, select Send to
Back

* To move the object forward one layer, select Bring
Forward.

* To move the object all the way forward, select Bring
to Front.

4. Observe that the layers rearrange, just as when you drag
them in the Layers panel (Figure 8).

N

Ibex on the ledge
Background copy

Select Similar Layers

Bring to Front
Bring Forward
Send Backward
Send to Back

Edit Layer Style

Clear Layer Style

Figure 7 Moving an object forward or backward

Ql @, 8 B W =
I Normal v} Opacity:
@ l Ibex on the ledge

(> 8 D Gradient
@ § Background copy

Figure 8 Layer moved back

By default, layers are visible and the eye icon appears to the left of the layer’s thumbnail in the Layers panel.

To show and hide layers:

1. To hide a layer, click the eye icon beside the layer’s
thumbnail in the Layers panel (Figure 9).

2. To show the layer, click the eye again.

How to use layers

& daé m =
Normal i Opacity:

@ J l Ibex on the ledge

_I Gradient
Background copy

Figure 9 Hidden layer

Eye icon
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You can fully or partially lock layers to protect their contents. When a layer is locked, a lock icon appears to the
right of the layer name, and the layer cannot be deleted. Except for the background layer, you can move locked
layers to different locations in the stacking order of the Layers panel.

By default, the background layer is locked.

To lock a layer:

1. To lock a layer, select the layer and click the Lock All
icon in the Layers panel to lock all of the layer’s

properties (Figure 10).

A lock icon appears to the right of the layer’s name in

the Layers panel.

2. To unlock the layer, select it and click the Lock All icon

again.

Lock All
Jeoa & =
I Normal vl Opacity:
L 3 Ibex on the ledge )
@ 3 Gradient
@ § Background copy

Figure 10 Lock All icon

Duplicating layers can be useful when you are making major changes to a layer. If you are unsatisfied with the
changes made, you can simply delete the changed layer and use the duplicated layer.

To duplicate a layer:

1. Select the layer you want to duplicate by clicking its

thumbnail in the Layers panel.

2. Choose Layer > Duplicate Layer.

The Duplicate Layer dialog box opens (Figure 11).

3. Enter a name for the layer.

By default, the layer is named as a copy of the original

layer.

The duplicate layer appears in the Layers panel
(Figure 12).
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Duplicate Layer

Duplicate: Background copy

X
OK
-t 1Background 2]
: NEEN

T
Document: ‘ ibex2.png v ‘
Name:‘ ‘

Figure 11 Duplicate Layer dialog box
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@ “ Ibex on the ledge
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Figure 12 Duplicated layer in Layers panel
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Layers can greatly increase the file size of an image. Merging layers in an image reduces file size. You should
merge layers only after you have finished manipulating them to create the image you want.

You can choose to merge the selected layers (Merge Layers), all visible layers (Merge Visible), or all layers (Flatten
Image).

To merge layers:

1. Select more than one layer in the Layers panel by Panel menu
holding down Ctrl (Windows) or Command (Mac OS) = , = 1]
and clicking each of the layers to be merged. SeOé 5% Lamp
Normal ~| o
2. Inthe Layers panel, click the panel menu button, and ki “  Help Contents

choose Merge Layers (Figure 13).

T ]
Ramol New Layer...  Shift+Ctrl+N
Duplicate Layers...
- el Delete Layers
Delete Linked Layers
Backgrou

The layers are blended together to form a single layer
(Figure 14).

Delete Hidden Layers

Rename Layer...

Simplify Layer
Clear Layer Style

Link Layers
Select Linked Layers

Merge Layers Ctri+E
Merge Visible  Shift+Ctrl+E
Flatten Image

Panel Options...

Figure 13 Merging layers

U @& 0 a kB m =
I Normal vl Opacity:

Ibex on the ledge

! Background copy

Figure 14 Merged layers
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Using adjustment layers and fill layers

An adjustment layer lets you experiment with the color, brightness, contrast, and tone of a photograph without
actually making any edits to the photograph. Simply apply and make changes to an adjustment layer, and the
changes affect all layers below it. Adjustment layers are also a quick way to apply a photo filter. Once you create an
adjustment layer and get the exact settings you want, you can reuse the layer by applying it to other photographs.

A fill layer applies a solid color, gradient, or pattern. A fill layer does not affect the layers below it. However, if the
fill is a solid color or pattern, the layer will hide whatever is below it, so if you want the fill layer to act as the
background to an image, place the image above the fill layer.

To create an adjustment layer:

1.

In the Layers panel of the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace, select the topmost layer you want to affect.

Note: To confine the adjustment to a specific area, you
can select the area you want to adjust.

In the Layers panel, click the Create Adjustment Layer
button to open the Create Adjustment Layer menu
(Figure 15).

The first three options in the menu create fill layers. The
remaining eight create adjustment layers.

Select a type of adjustment layer.

Options for the type of adjustment layer selected appear
in the Adjustments panel (Figure 16). In this example,
the Hue/Saturation adjustment was selected.

Specify options in the panel.

Note: The Adjustments panel may hide the Layers
panel. You can double-click the Adjustments panel to
collapse it or double-click the Layers panel to expand it
and view your layers again.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Ql @, a8
Solid Color...
Gradient...

@ ! Pattern...

=

Levels... -]
@ | Brightness/Contrast...

radient Map...
Photo Filter...

Invert
Threshold...
Posterize...

Adjustment layers

Figure 15 Create Adjustment Layer menu

4
L1}

Hue/Saturation

Channel: | Master v

Hue: == O — ()
-
O

Saturation:

0
Lightness: m—( ) ]

\:| Colorize

¥ @ Reset

Figure 16 Hue/Saturation panel
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To create a fill layer:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the Create Adjustment Layer
button (Figure 17).

The first three options create fill layers. The remaining
eight create adjustment layers.

2. Select a type of fill layer, such as Gradient.

A dialog box appears with options for the gradient
(Figure 18).

3. Specify options in the dialog box and click OK.

How to use layers

Solid Color...

Hi

Pattern...

(¢

Levels...

(¢

Brightness/Contrast...

Hue/Saturation...
Gradient Map...
Photo Filter...

Invert
Threshold...
Posterize...

Fill layers

Figure 17 Create Adjustment Layer menu

Gradient Fill X
Gradient: ::E; - OK
Style: | Linear v I ’ Cancel l
Angle: . 2
Scale: %
[]Reverse [ ]Dither
[ Align with layer

Figure 18 Gradient Fill dialog box
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Pattern fill layers offer a range of interesting possibilities for applying texture and interest to your images.

To create a pattern fill layer:

1. Inthe Layers panel, click the Create Adjustment Layer
button.

2. Select Pattern.
A dialog box appears with options for the pattern.

3. Choose a pattern from the Pattern picker (Figure 19).
You can browse the subsets of patterns by using the
Pattern menu.

The pattern immediately appears over your image.

4. Adjust the scale of the pattern until you are satisfied
with it.

5. Click OK.

The pattern appears over your image, blocking all layers
behind it.

6. With the Pattern fill layer still selected, enter a number
in the Opacity box in the Layers panel (Figure 20) or
click on the Opacity button to open the slider .

The layer’s opacity changes and the pattern appears
translucent over the layers below it (Figure 21).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Pattern Fill X

Scale: | 100 | % OK

[ Link with Layer
Snap to Origin

Patterns:| Default

Pattern menu

Figure 19 Pattern picker in the pattern Fill dialog
box
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Figure 20 Opacity box

Figure 21 Pattern with opacity set to 40%
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How to add and modify text

You can add text to images in Photoshop Elements by using the Type tool. Once you add text, you can modify it by
using the Type panel (Figure 1), by transforming the text box, and by applying layer styles to the text’s layer.

Type options Setthe font  Set the font style  Set the font size Faux bold, faux italic, underline, and strikethrough
|

Type { Horizontal ® = v

T lT '-'.._:I'-‘ IMyriad Pro |L| |

oD [ [e-LE==)

=)
~
|=
4d

’I, Color: F Leading:| (Auto) |«

|
Set the text color Set leading Set text alignment  Anti-aliasing Create warped text

Figure 1 Type panel

Type Options: Choose between vertical and horizontal text orientations, masking tools, and text on shapes and paths.
Font: Font in which text displays. These are the fonts available on your computer.

Font Style: Determines how the font appears, such as Italic, Bold, Bold Italic, and so on.

Font Size: Height of font in points.

Color: Determines color of text body.

Leading: Space between lines in points.

Create Warped Text: Opens options for curving or otherwise warping text.

Alignment: Determines whether text is aligned to right, left, center, or justified (aligned to left and right).ol

Anti-aliasing: Option to smooth edges of type by partially filling edge pixels so the edges of the type blend into the
background.

Commit Current Edits Cancel Current Edits

Figure 2 Commit or Cancel buttons

When you've made changes using the Type tool, you use the Commit Current Edits button to accept any changes
made, or use the Cancel Current Edits button to reverse any changes (Figure 2).
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Adding text

You add new text by using the Type tool (Figure 3). The Type tool is available on the toolbox, located in the Draw
section.

To add horizontal text to an image:

1.

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Click the Type tool in the Toolbox (Figure 3).
The Type panel opens (Figure 1).
Click the Type — Horizontal button in the Text toolbar.

In the Text options bar, set a font, font style, size,
alignment, and color for the text (Figure 1).

Choose whether to add anti-aliasing to the text.

Anti-aliasing smoothens the borders of text by partially
filling edge pixels so the edges of the type blend into the
background

Drag on the image to draw a text box (Figure 4). When
you are satisfied with the size of the box, release the
mouse.

Click in the text box you’ve created and type to add text.

Click the Commit Current Edits button to accept the
added text (Figure 5).

How to add and modify text

DRAW

v

é E
X
T

LY Pt T V]

— Type tool

Figure 3 Toolbox

_________________________

Text box

Figure 4 Drawing the text box

Figure 5 Text added
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To add vertical text to an image:

1.

Click the Type tool in the Toolbox.
The Type panel opens.

Click the Type — Vertical button in the Text toolbar
(Figure 6).

In the Text options bar, set a font, font style, size,
alignment, and color for the text.

Choose whether to add anti-aliasing to the text.

Anti-aliasing smoothens the borders of text by partially
filling edge pixels so the edges of the type blend into the
background

Drag on the image to draw a text box (Figure 4). When
you are satisfied with the size of the box, release the
mouse.

Click in the text box you’ve created and type to add text.

Click the Commit Current Edits button to accept the
added text (Figure 7).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Type - Vertical

T

S Vertical Type Tool

Figure 6 Vertical Type tool

Figure 7 Vertical text applied to image
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Transforming a text box

As with most objects in Photoshop Elements, you can transform text boxes. After you apply transformations, the
text remains editable.

To transform a text box:

1. Use the Move tool to select the text.

2. Drag a transform control to change the shape of the text ff?‘ 3
box. h;‘n % : i

3. Move the pointer over a corner of the text box until the 5
pointer changes into a rotation icon (Figure 8). o

4. Drag to rotate the text box.
5. Click the green check mark to accept the changes.
6. Click in the text box.

Observe that the text remains editable even while

rotated.
Rotation pointer

Figure 8 Transforming a text box

Warping text

You can also curve, or warp, text by using the Create Warped Text option.

To warp text:

Warp Text X

1. Select the layer for the text you wish to warp.

Style: | Arch v

2. Click the Create Warped Text icon in the Type panel

(Figure 1). You may need to click a Text tool to reveal
the text options bar.

The Warp Text dialog box appears (Figure 9).

Select a style, such as Arch.

(® Horizontal () Vertical

Bend:

+50

Horizontal Distortion:

O

-44

Vertical Distortion:

-32

%

4. Choose Horizontal or Vertical to determine a direction
for the warp.

Figure 9 Warp Text dialog box

5. Select a degree of bend for the warp.

6. Use the Horizontal Distortion and Vertical Distortion
sliders to achieve the warped effect you want.

These settings let you create asymmetrical warps in
either a horizontal or vertical direction (Figure 10).

7. Click Commit Current Edits button to apply the warp.

Figure 10 Text with Arch warp
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Using layer styles to modify text

Text is added in its own layer, named after the first few words of the text you enter (Figure 11). By changing the
layer’s style, you can change the appearance of the text.

Y e Oa W S

| Normal v] Opacity:

Figure 11 Text layer

To change text appearance with layer styles:

1. Select the text’s layer (Figure 11). Style Settings X

@ Learn more about: Layer Styles

2. Choose Layer > Layer Style > Style Settings.

The Style Settings dialog box appears (Figure 12). M preview
3. Change settings in one or more of the following areas:
Lighting Angle: . 30

*  Drop Shadow

> [] Drop Shadow
e  Glow .
* Bevel b [] Bevel

b [] Stroke
e Stroke

| Reset || cancel || ok |

With the Preview option selected, your changes appear
immediately on the image.

Figure 12 Style Settings dialog box
4. Click OK to apply the settings (Figure 13).

Figure 13 Drop shadow and stroke applied to text

Placing text along a path

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to add and modify text
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If you take a look at the text used on signs, logos, crests, and advertisements, you’ll notice that it doesn’t always
appear along a perfectly straight horizontal, vertical, or diagonal line. In fact, some of the more interesting text
appears along a free flowing path or shape. In Photoshop Elements, you can place text along any selection, shape, or
custom path that you create. The three tools used to place text along a path are the Text On Selection tool, Text On
Shape tool, and the Text On Custom Path tool (Figure 14).

Text On Selection  Text On Shape

i k | Caflisch Script Pro |v| Color: l']

-

i Draw Modify . |Regu|ar |v| |120pt IVI

Text On Custom Path  Draw Tool

Figure 14 Type panel

The Text on Selection tool creates a path based the objects in the photo, much like the Quick Selection tool.
You can then place the cursor anywhere on this path and type. The text you create appears along the border
of the selection.

Use the Text on Shape tool to place text along the edge of a shape. The shape can be as simple as an ellipse
or a more complex custom shape.

The Text on Custom Path tool places text along a custom freeform path that you draw.

To add text to a selection:

1.

Click the Type tool in the Toolbox.
The Type panel opens.
Click the Text On Selection in the Type panel

The Text On Selection options become available
(Figure 15).

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor et EnEclcation
workspace.

| Palatino Linotype

]

ﬂ

| Regular

Add To Selection Subtract From Selection

Figure 15 Text on Selections options
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4. Drag in the image to make a selection.

A Quick Selection is drawn by using common colors or
objects in the photograph (Figure 16).

Click the green check mark to confirm the selection.

You can use the Add To Selection and Subtract From
Selection to fine tune the selected area.

Click anywhere along the selection border to place the

cursor and type to create text along the path (Figure 17).

Click the green check mark in the Text options bar to
confirm the text.

A new text layer appears in the layers panel. You can
highlight the text and use the options in the Text options
bar to change the format of the text.

To add text to a shape:

1.

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Click the Type tool in the Toolbox.
The Type panel opens.
Click the Text On Shape in the Type panel

The Text On Shape options become available (Figure
18).

In the text options panel, select a shape and select
formatting options for the new text.

Drag in the image to draw the shape. The shape appears
in its own layer so you can draw the shape to overlap
other shapes and images (Figure 19).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Figure 16 Quick Selection

Rectangle :
. u D o O . Palatino Linotype
O O W

Regular

Figure 18 Text on Shape options

Figure 19 Shape path
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Click anywhere along the path to place the cursor and
type to create text along the path (Figure 20).

Deselect the text layer to see how the final text will
look.

(Optional) Apply layer effects to the text on shape
(Figure 21).

To add text to a custom path:

1.

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Click the Type tool in the Toolbox.
The Type panel opens.
Click the Text On Custom Path in the Type panel

The Text On Shape options become available (Figure
22).

How to add and modify text

Figure 21 Final text on the shape

Text on Path _ _
T T B oo
T (D) | oo Mo [ [

Figure 22 Text on Shape options

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated





Adobe Photoshop Elements 11 guide

4. Use the Draw tool in the image to draw a path (Figure
23).

5. Click the green check mark to confirm the selection.

6. Click anywhere along the selection border to place the
cursor and type to create text along the path (Figure 24).

7. Click the green check mark in the Text options bar to
confirm the text.

A new text layer appears in the layers panel. You can
highlight the text and use the options in the Type panel
to change the format of the text.

Figure 23 Draw a custom path

Figure 24 Text added along the custom path

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to add and modify text
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How to apply filters

You can use filters in Adobe Photoshop Elements to change the look of your images. For example, you can apply
special effects that turn an image into an artistic rendering of a photograph. You can apply filters to a selected area

or to an entire layer.

Not all filters work on all images. You can’t use some filters on images in grayscale mode or use any filters in

bitmap mode or index color mode. Many other filters will not work on 16-bit images.

Once you have applied a filter, you can continue to reapply it to increase the effect.

You can apply a filter from the Filter menu, selecting a submenu to find the effect you want (Figure 1).

Layer Select

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Filter | View Window

Last Filter
Filter Gallery...

Ctrl+F

Help

Correct Camera Distortion...

Adjustments
Artistic

Blur

Brush Strokes
Distort
Noise
Pixelate
Render
Sketch
Stylize
Texture
Other

v v v v v v v v v v v

Digimarc

Colored Pencil...
Cutout...

Dry Brush...
Film Grain...
Fresco...

Neon Glow...
Paint Daubs...
Palette Knife...
Plastic Wrap...
Poster Edges...
Rough Pastels...
Smudge Stick...

gl sponge.. )

Underpainting...
Watercolor...

Figure 1 Filter menu and Artistic submenu
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To apply a filter:
1. In the Photoshop Elements workspace, select Expert from the editing mode tabs.
2. Select the layer you want to filter, or make a selection by using one or more of the selection tools.

3. Choose how to apply the filter:

*  To use the Filter gallery (Figure 2), choose Filter > Filter Gallery, select a category, and click the filter you
want to apply.

* To use the Filter menu, choose Filter, then choose a submenu followed by the filter you want to apply. If a
filter name is followed by ellipsis points (...), a Filter Options dialog box appears.

[ Filter Gallery (724%) H

D [ Texture

Zoom controls Filter thumbnails

Figure 2 Filter Gallery
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4. 1If a dialog box appears, enter values or select options.

5. Ifavailable, select the Preview option to preview the
filter in the document window. Depending on the filter
and how you are applying it, use one of the following
methods to preview the filter:

+ Use the + button or - button under the preview
window to zoom in or zoom out on the preview.

* Click the zoom bar (where the zoom percentage
appears) to choose a zoom percentage.

* Drag in the preview window to center a specific area
of the image in the window.

* Click the Show/Hide button at the top of the dialog
box to hide the filter thumbnails. Hiding the
thumbnails expands the preview area.

* Click the eye icon next to a filter to hide the effect in
the preview image.

6. Click in the image window to center a specific area of
the image in the preview window. (This may not work
with all preview windows.)

Note: A blinking line beneath the preview size indicates
that the preview is being rendered.

From this window, you can adjust the filter settings or

select a new filter to preview. If you do not get the . ) )
results you want, click Cancel. Figure 3 Image with Crosshatch filter applied

7. If you are using the Filter Gallery, or the filter opens in
the Filter Gallery, do any of the following and click OK:

Click the New Effect Layer button at the bottom of the
dialog box and choose an additional filter to apply. You
can add multiple effect layers to apply multiple filters.

Rearrange applied filters by dragging a filter name to
another position in the list of applied filters at the
bottom of the dialog box. Rearranging the order of
filters can dramatically change the way your image
looks.

Remove applied filters by selecting the filter and
clicking the Delete Effect Layer button.

8. Ifyou do not get the results you want, choose
Edit > Undo and try another filter.

9. Click OK to apply the filter.

The Filter Gallery closes and the filter is applied to the
image (Figure 3).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to apply filters 3
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How to create and share a slide show

Slide shows are a fun way to share your pictures. With Adobe Photoshop Elements, you can customize your slide
shows with music, clip art, text, and voice narration in the Slide Show Editor (Figure 1).

Once you complete a slide show, you can choose several ways to share it. You can save it as a PDF, convert it to a
video file, or burn it to a self-running CD or DVD. You can even export the show for viewing on TV or send the
show to Adobe Premiere Elements for further editing and effects.

File Edit View

& save Project ERXOutput.. =~ Add Media - *D Add Blank Slide T Add Text.. = Full Screen Preview
v Extras
Graphics

Record narration for the current slide.

yT”—»] 00:00:00 Rl |

[] Save Narration as an Audio Caption

Next Slide >

v Properties

| |Add Another Pan &Zoom to this siide
Slide Show Time: 03:40 |4 | >

£ QuickReorder = Select All Slides =) Fit Slides To Audio Slide Order: | Custom v

Figure 1 Slide Show Editor
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To create a slide show:

1. Add the photographs to the Organizer workspace.
2. Click the Create menu.
3. Click Slide Show (Figure 2).

The Slide Show Preferences dialog box appears
(Figure 3).

4. When the Slide Show Preferences dialog box appears,
you can either accept the default settings (you can
change most options later) or customize the options.
Then click OK.

The Slide Show Editor appears.

5. Click Add Media at the top of the workspace and choose

Photos And Videos From Elements Organizer
(Figure 4).

- Share -

@ Photo Prints
IE] Protosook
[J-°  Greeting Card
22 Photo Calendar
"X Photo Coll
P oto Collage

P Slide Show [N

Instant Movie
@ DVD with Menu
=] cosacket
I=] ovoacket

( @ CD/DVD Label

Figure 2 Create Slide Show

r~Slide Show Default Options:

StaticDuration: |5sed v 1 [ g‘\ 4
Transition: @] @ 4
Transition Duration: ‘Ej

Background Color: @
[] Apply Pan & Zoom to All Slides

¥ Include Photo Captions as Text
[ Include Audio Captions as Narration
[ Repeat Soundtrack Until Last Slide

Crop to Fit Slide: [] Landscape Photos [ ] Portrait Photos

Preview Playback Opti
Preview Quality: | High vi

[ Show this dialog each time a new Slide Show is created.

Figure 3 Slide Show Preferences dialog box

== Add Media - =] Add Blank Slide

T Add

Photos and Videos from Elements Organijer...

How to create and share a slide show

Photos and Videos from Folder...

Audio from Elements Organizer...
Audio from Folder...

Figure 4 Add Media menu
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10.

11.

The Add Media dialog box appears (Figure 5).

Locate and select the files you want to add to the slide
show.

Click Add Selected Media.

Locate and add additional photos if needed, and then
click Done.

The photos appear in the Slide Show Editor. You can
use the options in the Extras panel to add graphics, text,
or audio narration to each slide. You can use the
Properties panel to control how long each slide displays
and the background color for slides that don’t fill the
entire screen. You can also add transition effects, and
you can drag the slide thumbnails to rearrange the order
of the slides in the show.

To add audio to the slide show, click Add Media at the
top of the workspace and choose Audio From Elements
Organizer (Figure 4).

The Add Audio dialog box appears.

Locate and select the files you want to add to the slide
show. Then click OK.

To adjust the length of the slides to match the length of
the audio file, click Fit Slides To Audio (beneath the
playback controls).

To preview the slide show, select the first slide and click
the Play button.

Note: To preview the slide show full-screen, click Full
Screen Preview at the top of the Slide Show Editor.

To save and output a slide show:

1.

At the top of the Slide Show Editor, click Save Project.
You are prompted to name the show.

Enter a name for the slide show and click Save.

At the top of the Slide Show Editor, click Output.

The Slide Show Output dialog box appears (Figure 6).

Click a method for sharing the slide show, choose
options for the selected method, and click OK.

The Save Slide Show As dialog box appears.
Select a location for the slide show file and click Save.
You have created the slide show.

If you chose to burn a CD or DVD, you will be
prompted to insert a disk.

When the slide show output is complete, you have the
option to import the finished slide show to your
Photoshop Elements catalog.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Figure 6 Slide Show Output dialog box
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Adding music and narration to a slide show

Once you create a simple slide show, you can add music by importing a file stored on your computer. When you add
the audio file to the slide show, the audio is shown as a horizontal bar below the slide thumbnails (Figure 7).

Music added to a slide show

Figure 7 Audio added to a slide show

You can also add audio voice narration to each slide by importing pre-recorded narration files or by selecting a slide
in the Slide Show Editor and using the Extras panel to record new narration (Figure 8). You can also add the
selected/recorded audio as an audio caption. You can add audio captions to each slide so they play when the slide is
selected in the Organizer workspace.

To record narration, you must have a microphone installed on your computer.

Length of recording —_ |+ Extras
Recording volume level \ M w Ia_ggiaotiili pre-recorded
\I Record nanMent slide. /
Recording and
playback controls I ° ﬁ-\gi

Select to use the recording /"D Save Narration as an Audio Caption \ Delete the
as the Audio Caption recording

Figure 8 Record narration in the Extras panel

When using existing audio for the sound track or voice narration, the audio files must be in one of the following file
formats: MP3, WAV, WMA, AC3.

To add music to a slide show:

1. Create a new slide show or open an existing slide show = Add Media - Z]AddBlankSlide T Add
from the Organizer.

Photos and Videos from Elements Organizer...
The slides are previewed in the Slide Show Editor. Photos and Videos from Folder...

2. To add music to the slide show, click Add Media at the Audio from Elements Organizer...

top of the workspace (Figure 9) and choose the location

of the file.

. . Figure 9 Select a source location for the music
Note: Choose Audio From Elements Organizer to use g

files that come with Photoshop Elements or other files
you have added to the Organizer. Choose Audio From
Folder to add more audio files to the Organizer.
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3. Inthe Add Audio dialog box, select the file you want to
use for the sound track, and then click OK (Figure 10).

Note: You can also locate and add a music file by
clicking Click Here To Add Audio To Your Slide Show
at the bottom of the Slide Show Editor. By default, this
opens the Music folder on your hard drive or the most
recent folder from which you have added audio.

After you add audio to the slide show, it is represented
by a horizontal bar directly below the slide thumbnails
(Figure 11). By default, the music starts at slide 1.

You can delay the start of the music by dragging the
music bar to align with a different slide (Figure 12).

4. To automatically adjust the length of the slides to match
the length of the audio file, click Fit Slides To Audio in
the Slide Show Editor.

5. To preview the slide show, select the first slide and click
the Play button.

Note: To preview the slide show full-screen, click Full
Screen Preview at the top of the workspace.

To record voice narration:

1. Select the slide for which you want to record narration.

2. [Ifitis not already open, open the Extras panel and click
the Narration button (Figure 13).

3. To begin recording, click the Record button (red circle)
and speak into the microphone.

4. When you finish recording narration for the current
slide, click the Stop button (black square). Or click the
Next Slide button to stop recording and advance to the
next slide.

5. Repeat recording narration for each slide as needed.

Note: If you don’t like what you’ve recorded, you can
use the Delete button to remove it and start over.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Add Audio

Choose a song from your catalog or click Browse to find a song.

[ pay || srowse.. | [ ok |[ cancel

Figure 10 Select a music file

Figure 12 Drag the music to control where it
starts

v Extras
Graphics Text

Record narration for the current slide.

[ ] wwew = -]
[] Save Narration as an Audio Caption

Figure 13 Record narration in the Extras panel

Delete
button
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How to create collages and photo books

You can use your photos in creative projects, such as slide shows and photo books, and share them with family,

friends, and fellow students.

Creating a collage

Photo collages let you create large picture projects, such as photo collages or unique photo prints. Photo collages can
be printed with your home printer, ordered online, saved to your hard drive, and sent by e-mail.

To create a collage:

1. In the Elements Organizer, select the photos you want to

use in your project and click the Create tab. Or, if you
want to add photos after creating the project, click the

Create tab in Photoshop Elements. @ Photo Prints
2. In the Create panel, click Photo Collage (Figure 1).
The Photo Collage dialog box appears (Figure 2). n Photo Book
3. Select a size and theme. =
[0-°  Greeting Card
4. To automatically add any photos you have selected in
the Organizer, select the Autofill With Selected Images e
option. 4.  Photo Calendar
,“-‘ﬁ Photo Collage &
8 | Slide Show
Hfg lmmdbmomd AA e sim
Figure 1 Create tab
| Photo Collage X
Sizes Themes Preview

Print locally i«
297.00x 210.00 mm
300.00 x 300.00 mm

[ Autofill with Selected Images.

Figure 2 Photo Collage dialog box

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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10.

Click OK.

Photoshop Elements creates the photo book and displays
Pages, Layouts, Graphics tabs in the Create panel
(Figure 3).

Use the following options to preview, fine-tune and add
creative designs to your photo collage:

Pages Presents a thumbnail layout of your collage.
Layouts Double-click an alternate layout to apply it.

Graphics Choose a background, frame, and graphics and
double-click to apply it.

Add photos (if you have not yet added) or new pages to
the photo project.

You can adjust the image sizes or arrange them by
clicking on them.

* To resize a photo, click the photo and drag the
handles to resize it (Figure 4).

* To reposition an image, move the pointer over the
photo’s border until it changes into an arrow, and
then drag the border to reposition it.

* To rotate an image, move the pointer over the
rotation handle (small circle) below the photo and
then drag it to rotate the photo.

* Ifyou've added a text block to the collage, double-
click to edit it.

Click Switch To Advanced Mode to access Full Edit
options.

In this mode, the toolbox is available and each of the
images are placed on individual layers (Figure 5),
enabling you to do advanced editing to any of the
images.

Note: You cannot resize a creation in the advanced
mode. Additional Layouts, Artwork, and Effects options
become available within the in the Create tab.

Choose File > Save.

Locate the folder in which you want to save your
project. By default, the file will be saved as a Photoshop
Elements project file (PSE in Windows, or PSD in Mac
0S), which you can later open and edit

How to create collages and photo books

[m]

Pages Layouts

=

Graphics

Figure 3 Create panel with Pages tab

Resize
handle

Rotation
handle

Accept or cancel
changes

Figure 4 Resize a photo using the slider

Ue dat: m =

[PassThrough __~|  Opaciy:

o
F

h ¢

ﬂ _DZBasic White ... /%

Figure 5 Images in layers in advanced mode

_DZBasic White ...

_DZBasic White ... %

_DZBasic White ... f*

_DZBasic White ... /%
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11. When you are satisfied with the collage, click the Print button at the bottom of the document window.

The Print dialog box opens (Figure 6).

12. Modify the printer settings as needed and then click Print.

13. Click Close to close the photo book

¢ Add... == Remove

[]image Only =] O=\

< 10f1 »
27.94 cm x 21.59 cm

Position

Center Image

Units: | cm v

s[5

£ Select Printer:

| QuickBooks PDF Converter

v

) Printer Settings:
Paper Type: Unknown
Print Quality: 300 DPI

Traye Default bin
Change Settings...

(£} Select Paper Size:

| Letter

z

Orientation: @

) Select Type of Print:

| Individual Prints

A

() Select Print Size:

| Actual Size (30.00cm x 30.0...

gl

Crop to Fit

PrintEE copies

Help | | Page Setup... ] | More Options... |

Print... || Cancel
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Figure 6 Print dialog box
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Creating a photo book

Photo books let you add various layouts and designs to your images. Photo books can be printed on your home
printer, ordered online from Adobe® Photoshop® Services, saved to your hard drive, and sent by e-mail.

To create a photo book:

1. Select the images that you want to add to the photo book B Share -
in the Elements Organizer or open them in the .

Photoshop Elements Editor.

2. Click Create and select Photo Book (Figure 7). = Al

L

The Photo Book dialog box opens (Figure 8). = Photo Book k

Note: The Sizes panel displays options suitable for
various online services such as Shutterfly or Kodak - .
Easyshare, however all photo books can be printed on 4= Greeting Card
your desktop printer. The instructions here refer to the
local printer option.

A2  Photo Calendar

3. Select the appropriate size and theme.

Fri—
4. Select Autofill With Selected Images to add all the L% PhotoCollage
photos already open in the Project Bin.
5. Specify the number of pages in the photo book. u Slide Show

ﬂﬁg lnetant AMMAvrin

Figure 7 Create panel

Photo Book X

Sizes Themes Preview

Print locally [
297.00 x 210.00 mm

300.00 x 300.00 mm

!A& Congrats Gradu...
- - |
Note: All photo books can be printed on your desktop printer.
[ Autofill with Selected Images [2 ] Number of Pages , oK | 1 Cancel

Figure 8 Photo Book dialog box
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Click OK.

Photoshop Elements creates the photo book and displays
Pages, Layouts, Artwork, and Text tabs in the Create
panel (Figure 9).

Use the following options to fine-tune and add creative
designs to your photo book:

Pages Add or delete pages.
Layouts Double-click an alternate layout to apply it.

Graphics Choose a background, frame, and graphics and
double-click to apply it.

You can adjust the image sizes or arrange them by
clicking on them.

* To resize a photo, click the photo and drag the
handles to resize it.

* To reposition an image, move the pointer over the
photo’s border until it changes into an arrow, and
then drag the border to reposition it (Figure 10).

* To rotate an image, move the pointer over the
rotation handle (Figure 10) and then drag it to
rotate the photo.

*  To change the scale of an image, double-click on
the image and use the slider that appears to resize.

* Ifyou've added a text block to the collage, double-
click on to edit.

If presented, click the green check mark to accept your
changes.

El

()

R
o
13

"

D e +

Pages Layouts Graphics

Figure 9 Create panel with Pages tab

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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10. Click Switch To Advanced Mode to access Full Edit Uena ks T -=
options. Opaciy:
In this mode, the toolbox is available and each of the =
images are placed on individual layers (Figure 11), : _DZBasic White ...
enabling you to do advanced editing to any of the ’
images.

. L @ § _DZBasic White ... /¥
Note: You cannot resize a creation in the advanced
mode.
11. Save the file. @ _DZBasic White ... /¥

By default, the file will be saved as a Photoshop
Elements project file (PSE), which you can later open ©
and edit.

(co

_DZzBasic White ... /%

12. When you are satisfied with the photo book, click the

Print button at the bottom of the document window. e =

-
I
"

The Print dialog box opens (Figure 12). Figure 11 Images in layers in advanced mode

13. Modify the printer settings as needed and then click
Print.

14. Click Done to close the photo book.

o Select Printer:
| QuickBooks PDF Converter |

(£} Printer Settings:
Paper Type: Unknown
Print Quality: 300 DPI
Tray: Default bin

Change Settings...

(£} Select Paper Size:

| Letter v |
Orientation:

) Select Type of Print:

g T G | Individual Prints vl
Parc Omega © Select Print size:
| Actual size (29.67cm x 209... = |
Crop to Fit
- < Print 2 copies
+ J L+ [limageOnly 8 O— W ICE
4 tof21 .
27.94 cm x 21,59 cm
— Position
Center Image Top:
Units: | cm
o+ Add... == Remove N Left:

Help | I Page Setup... | | More Options... |

Figure 12 Print dialog box
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How to create shapes

With the shape tools in Adobe Photoshop Elements, you can draw perfect geometric shapes, regardless of your
artistic ability or illustration experience. The first step to drawing shapes is to select one of the six basic shape tools.
You can add shapes to any file you can open in Photoshop Elements.

In Photoshop Elements, shapes are vector graphics, which means they are made up of lines and curves instead of
individual pixels. Vector graphics can be scaled to any size and printed at any resolution without losing detail or
clarity. New shapes are created on their own shape layer, but a shape layer can hold more than one shape. The shape
tools provide an easy way to create buttons, navigation bars, and other elements used on a web page.

Drawing basic shapes

The shape tools include the Rectangle, Rounded Rectangle, Ellipse, Polygon, Line, Custom Shape, and Shape
Selection tools To activate the shape tools, select a tool in the toolbox. The active tool displays in the toolbox. The
Tools panel opens where you can choose a different shape tool and set options (Figure 1).

® w
DRAW

/&

- =

é |

/ @-— Shape Tool

T #

MODIFY

yu AR Y

Shape - Custom ® = v

L;l - .v N . ;’Unconstrained v‘ D [0
® @ %! w I 1 ™

€

A r Heput Caxd I—v} [] From Center M
|

Shape Selection Tool

Figure 1 Shape tool and Shape Options panel

Custom Shape: Draws a variety of objects, including borders, frames, animal shapes, and music notes.
Rectangle: Draws squares and other rectangles.

Rounded Rectangle: Draws rectangles with rounded corners.

Ellipse: Draws perfect circles and other ellipses.

Line: Draws perfectly straight lines and arrows.

Shape Selection: Use the Shape Selection tool to select and move shapes. When using the Shape Selection tool, drag
to move shapes, hold down Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS) to copy the shape, or drag the selection handles to
resize the shape. If you convert a shape to a bitmap element by simplifying the shape layer, the Shape Selection tool
will no longer select the shape (use the Move tool instead).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to create shapes
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To draw a rectangle, square, or rounded rectangle:

1. Open the Editor in the Expert workspace.
p W o . e
2. In the toolbox, select the Shape tool (Figure 1). .- @ v [
o.* E]-- o N -
The Shape panel opens. it L : e B3
3. In the options panel, click the Rectangle and select Figure 2 Rectangle options
options for the new shape (Figure 2).
Unconstrained: Lets you set the width and height by S em—
dragging to draw the shape. . 4
Square: Draws a perfect square. L] 0
Fixed Size: Draws a rectangle at the exact size you type & i |
in the Width and Height boxes. Femr—" g ; 0=~
. kI.";m [ Uncomseraned -0 AR
Proportional: Draws a rectangle based on the ratio of ® @ x: E i o
the numbers you type in the Width and Height boxes. AN y \‘""""“"" e )
From Center: Draws a rectangle from the center of Set Corner Radius  Color Picker
Z\gl:lreer )you begin drawing (instead of from the upper-left Figure 3 Corner radius and color picker

Snap To Pixels: Snaps edges of a rectangle to the pixel
boundaries.

4. If drawing a rounded rectangle, select a radius for the
corners of the rectangle (Figure 3).

5. To choose a color from a list of color swatches, click the
triangle in the Color menu in the options panel
(Figure 3).

6. Drag in your image to draw the selected shape
(Figure 4).

Note: New shapes are added to a new shape layer
(Figure 5).

Figure 4 Drag to draw the shape

Yo da m =
Opacty: (1005 1]

g Shape1
@ 3 é.a Layer 0 ’

Figure 5 Shape layer

()
Wy
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To draw a circle or ellipse:

5.

Open the Editor in the Expert workspace.
In the toolbox, select the Shape tool.
The Shape panel opens.

In the options panel, click the Ellipse and select options
for the new shape (Figure 6).

Unconstrained: You set the size and radius by dragging
to draw the ellipse.

Circle: Draws a perfect circle.

Fixed Size: Draws an ellipse at the exact size you type in
the Width and Height boxes.

Proportional: Draws an ellipse based on the ratio of the
numbers you type in the Width and Height boxes.

From Center: Draws the ellipse from the center of
where you begin drawing (instead of from the upper-left
part of the ellipse).

To choose a color from a list of color swatches, click the
triangle in the Color menu in the options panel.

Drag in your image to draw the ellipse (Figure 7).

To draw a polygon or star:

Open the Editor in the Expert workspace.
In the toolbox, select the Shape tool.
The Shape panel opens.

In the options panel, click the Polygon and select
options for the new shape (Figure 8).

Radius: Specifies the distance from the center of the
shape to the outer points of the shape.

Smooth Corners: Draws rounded corners instead of
sharp ones.

Star: Draws a star instead of a polygon.

Indent Sides By: Specifies a percentage by which to
indent the sides of a star.

Smooth Indents: Draws rounded indents instead of
angled indents when drawing a star.

To choose a color from a list of color swatches, click the
triangle in the Color menu in the options panel.

Drag in your image to draw the shape (Figure 9).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Figure 6 Ellipse options

Figure 9 Drag to draw the polygon
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To draw a line or arrow:

1.
2.

Open the Editor in the Expert workspace.
In the toolbox, select the Shape tool.
The Shape panel opens.

In the options panel, click the Line too and select
options for the Arrow Head (Figure 10).

Start and End: Arrowheads can be added at either end
(or both ends) of the line.

Width and Length: Each dimension of the arrowhead is a
percentage of the selected line weight.

Concavity: Defines the amount of curvature on the
widest part of the arrowhead, where the arrowhead
meets the line.

In the options panel, select a line weight and color.

Drag in your image to draw the line or arrow
(Figure 11).

Note: You can also add arrows by using the Custom
Shape tool.

To add custom shapes:

Open the Editor in the Expert workspace.
In the toolbox, select the Shape tool.
The Shape panel opens.

In the options panel, open the Custom Shape picker and
select a shape to draw (Figure 12).

How to create shapes

X
4
]
¥

Uncor
B
' w: [:

: []Fron

Figure 12 Custom shape picker
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If you don’t see the shape you want, click the triangle in
the upper-right corner of the window and select a new
category of shapes (Figure 13).

In the options panel, open the Custom Shape options and
select options for the custom shape (Figure 14).

Unconstrained: Lets you set the width and height of a
custom shape by dragging.

Defined Proportions: Draws a custom shape based on its
preset proportions.

Defined Size: Draws a custom shape based on its preset
size. Dragging will not resize the shape.

Fixed Size: Draws a custom shape as a fixed shape
based on the values you type in the Width and Height
boxes.

From Center: Draws a custom shape from the center of
where you begin drawing (rather than from the upper-
left part of the shape).

To choose a color from a list of color swatches, click the
triangle in the Color menu in the options panel.

Drag in your image to draw the selected shape (Figure
15).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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All Elements Shapes
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Figure 13 Custom shape library menu
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Figure 14 Custom shape options

Figure 15 Custom shape
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Selecting and moving shapes

Use the Shape Selection tool to select shapes with one click. The Shape Selection tool functions much like the Move
tool. You can drag a shape to move it, hold down Alt (Windows) or Option (Mac OS) to copy (instead of moving),
and drag the handles to resize the shape. If you convert a shape to a bitmap element by simplifying the shape layer,
the Shape Selection tool will no longer select the shape (use the Move tool instead).

To select a shape:

1. In the toolbox, select the Shape tool. Shape - Selection @ = v
The Shape panel opens. S H®: [Its

2. In the options panel, open the Custom Shape picker and @ @ % fad
select the Shape Selection tool (Figure 16). / . ShowiECURdIngBoY

3. In the opti 1, select Show Bounding Box. . .
i the options panel, sefect Show Bounding Box Figure 16 Shape Selection tool options

4. Click the shape to activate the layer that contains it. You
can also click the shape layer in the Layers panel.

5. Click the shape again to select it.

The shape’s bounding box and selection handles appear
(Figure 17).

To move a shape:

1. Select the Shape Selection tool and click to activate the
layer that contains the shape.

2. Drag the shape to a new position.

o a a

3. Click away from the shape to deselect it. )
Figure 17 Selected shape

To resize a shape:

1. Select the shape.

2. Position the pointer over one of the selection handles
and drag to change the height or width of the shape.
Drag a corner handle to change the height and width at
the same time. Photoshop Elements maintains the
shape’s proportions as you resize it. Hold down Shift as
you drag to change the shape’s proportions as you resize
it (Figure 18).

3. Click the Commit Current Operation button (the green
check mark) to complete the resizing (Figure 19).

Figure 18 Resizing a shape

0

Note: You can also undo the resizing by clicking the
Cancel Current Operation button.

VALY

Commit Current Cancel Current
Operation Operation

Figure 19 Commit or cancel the current operation
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Overlapping and combining shapes

When you create a new shape by using the shape tools, the shape is added to a new layer. You also have the option
of placing more than one shape on the same layer. When you do, you can use the small square buttons in the options
panel to control how the two shapes interact (Figure 20).

Add To Shape Area Intersect Shape Areas
Shape - Custom : : . Q = v
@ y - N - l Unconstrained - ‘ %
— = A 5 g 3 Nofmal
@ & W Lol | H | =

- = =
/ * i [ From Center lM
/ \
Create New Shape Layer Subtract From Exclude Overlapping

Shape Area Shape Areas

Figure 20 Options for shape areas

Create New Shape Layer: Places new shapes on a separate new layer automatically. This is the default setting.

Add To Shape Area: Adds an additional shape to the existing shape. The combined shape will cover the entire area
of the shapes you drew using the Add option.

Subtract From Shape Area: Removes the area where shapes overlap. The rest of the shapes’ areas are preserved.
Intersect Shape Areas: Shows only the area where shapes intersect. The other areas will be removed.

Exclude Overlapping Shape Areas: Removes the overlapping areas in the new and existing shapes.

To place two shapes in the same layer:

1. Select a shape tool and add your first shape to the image.
The shape appears on a new layer.

2. Select another shape tool (or use the same tool) to draw
the second shape.

Note: All shapes in the same layer are the same color.
To draw a shape of a different color, place it on a
separate layer.

3. Click the Add To Shape Area button in the options panel
(Figure 20).

4. With the layer for the first shape still active, drag to

draw the new shape (Figure 21). Figure 21 Two shapes drawn together
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Both shapes appear in the same layer (Figure 22). QU @, 8 & T -=
Note: The two shapes can overlap without affecting | Normal - Opacity:
each other.

Note: To add a new shape to a shape that already exists,
make sure the shape’s layer is active. You do this by

clicking the shape’s layer in the Layers panel or clicking
the first shape with the Shape Selection tool. @ &

Background E'a

Figure 22 Two shapes in the same layer

To subtract an area from a shape:

1. Select a shape tool and add your first shape to the image
(Figure 23).

The shape appears on a new layer.
2. Select another shape tool (or use the same tool)

You will use this to draw the area you want to subtract
or remove from the first shape. You can use one shape
tool to cut a hole in a shape made by another tool.

3. Click the Subtract From Shape Area button in the
options panel.

4. With the layer for the first shape still active, drag over
the first shape to remove an area of the shape
(Figure 24). Use the Shape Selection tool to make
adjustments to the new shape, if necessary.

Figure 23 First shape drawn on a new layer

Both shapes appear in the same layer and the second
shape functions as a cutout from the first shape.

Figure 24 Second shape used to remove an area
from first shape
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To create a new shape by intersecting two shapes:

1.

Select a shape tool and add your first shape to the image
(Figure 25).

The shape appears on a new layer.
Select another shape tool (or use the same tool).

You will use this to draw the area you want to intersect
with the first shape.

Click the Intersect Shape Areas button in the options
panel.

+

. . Fi 25 The first shape i 1
With the layer for the first shape still active, drag to gure 25 The first shape is on a new layer

draw the second shape. Use the Shape Selection tool to
make adjustments to the two shapes, if necessary.

The area where the two shapes overlap defines the final
shape (Figure 26).
Both shapes appear in the same layer.

When you are satisfied, choose Select > Deselect Layers
to see the final shape (Figure 27).

Note: The two shapes are still separate objects. To
resize or manipulate the shapes as one, you need to
combine them into a single shape.

Figure 26 The intersection with the second shape
defines the final shape

Figure 27 The final shape
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To combine shapes:

1. Use the Shape Selection tool to select two or more Shape - Selection Q= v
shapes in the same layer. s He D%
: Sl =
2. Click the Combine button in the options panel ® ® % Add

(Figure 28). / . [¥ Show Bounding Box

3. The shapes now share the same bounding box and
selection handles (Figure 29). Figure 28 Combine shapes in the same layer

4. Resize or manipulate the combined shape as desired
(Figure 30).

E—

Figure 30 Combined shapes can be sized or
manipulated as a single shape
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Using the Cookie Cutter tool

The Cookie Cutter tool creates the same shapes as the Custom Shape tool, but is designed to crop a portion of a
photograph in the selected shape. You can use the Cookie Cutter tool to crop an image in the shape of a star, heart,
flower, or other custom shape. You can also use the Cookie Cutter tool to apply artistic edges to an image by
applying one of the shapes from the Custom Shape library.

To create a photo edge by using the Cookie Cutter tool:

1.

In the Editor, select the Cookie Cutter tool in the
toolbox (Figure 31).

Select a shape from the Shape menu in the options panel
(Figure 32).

Note: To view more shape categories in the Custom
Shapes library, click the triangle in the upper-right
corner of the Custom Shapes menu.

In the options panel, open the Shape Options menu and
select options for the Cookie Cutter (Figure 33).

Unconstrained: Draws the shape to any size or
dimension.

Defined Proportions: Keeps the height and width of the
cropped shape in proportion.

Defined Size: Crops the photo to the exact size of the
shape you chose.

Fixed Size: Specifies exact measurements for the
finished shape.

From Center: Draws the shape from the center (rather
than from the upper-left part).

You can also specify an amount to feather the edge of
the selection.

Note: Selecting the Crop option crops the image so it is
just large enough to fill the area of your shape.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Figure 33 Cookie Cutter options
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5. Drag over the image to define the area you want to 3 e
appear in the finished image (Figure 34). —

(i

Note: After drawing the shape, you can drag or resize
the shape to fine-tune its position. When you have the {
size and position you want, commit the current Y

operation. “‘"\ : /’ﬁ , ;
6. Click the Commit Current Operation button (green ‘3{ X B
check mark) to accept the position of the Cookie Cutter e {
shape. A B\ /

The image is the shape you created and includes any
options you selected, such as feathering (Figure 35).

Figure 35 Cut out image

Simplifying shapes

A shape you create in Photoshop Elements remains a vector graphic until you simplify the shape. You must simplify
a shape before you can apply effects such as filters. When you simplify a shape, Photoshop Elements converts the
shape from a vector graphic to a raster or bitmap image. This is also called rasterizing the image.

After you simplify an image, your shapes have the same limitations on sizing as any other raster image. For
example, you can make the shape smaller but cannot make the image larger than 100% without losing quality. When
you simplify a shape, everything in the shape layer is affected.

It’s a good idea to create the final shape as large as you plan to use it before simplifying.

In Photoshop Elements, a message informs you when the image must be simplified to use a feature or apply an
effect. After the shape is simplified, you can edit it like any other raster image you open in Photoshop Elements.
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Simplifying a shape:

1. Inthe Layers panel, Right-click (Windows) or
Control-click (Mac OS) the layer containing the shape
you want to simplify.

The context menu appears (Figure 36).
2. Select Simplify Layer from the context menu.

All shapes in the layer are simplified, although there may
be no visible change. Use the Move tool (instead of the
Shape Selection tool) whenever you want to select a
shape that has been simplified.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Disable Layer Mask

Link Layers
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Select Similar Layers
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Figure 36 Layer context menu

How to create shapes

13






Adobe Photoshop Elements 11 guide

How to draw

You can use the brush tools—the Pencil tool, Brush tool (Figure 1), and Pattern Stamp tool—to draw lines or paint
areas. Photoshop Elements gives you a wide set of options for brush tools. For example, you can select from a
number of brush tips and sizes. You can also determine opacity, blend, scatter, and other options.

VIEW

QY
SELECT

g
H

N 13
e N

Y
ENHANCE

®g

Smart Brush Tool =4 ‘ — Clone Stamp Tool

@ w
DRAW

e’ &
é |
VdaE . 1

T & — Pencil Tool

AaAnICY,

Brush Tool

Figure 1 Brush tools

This guide is a basic introduction to drawing. After learning the basics, you can experiment with brushes to find the
settings that work for you. When drawing freehand, you may prefer to use a tablet and pen instead of a mouse.

This guide covers four tools:
*  The Smart Brush tool applies preset specials effect to a new adjustment layer.
*  The Brush tool paints the current foreground color on an image and creates soft strokes of color.
*  The Pattern Stamp tool paints whatever you have currently selected in the pattern picker.

*  The Pencil tool paints the current foreground color of an image and creates hard-edged lines.

Setting brush options

With each brush, you can set one or more of the following options in the options panel (Figure 2).

Brush Preset pop-up panel Brush size Painting mode

Brush : ; \ v
f’;ﬁ ‘9/ ){ Brush: ~ %
nﬂ/ ' . Size: 13 px
: . Opacity: ﬁo 100%
| \
Brush Tool Options Airbrush Set opacity Tablet options Additional tool options

Figure 2 Brush options panel
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Brush Preset pop-up panel: Select from a series of preset brushes. Photoshop Elements provides a wide range of
these preset brushes, and you can also create your own by saving settings for the current tool, such as Airbrush Soft
Round 50% Flow.

Blending mode: Determines how painted colors will blend with an underlying image. See the Photoshop Elements
Help topic “About Blending Modes” for more detail.

Set opacity: Set the transparency level for painted lines, from 0% (invisible) to 100% (opaque). As you paint over an
area, the color’s transparency remains the same until you release the mouse button, no matter how many times you
move the pointer over the area. When you release the mouse button and then paint over the same area, you apply
additional color at the same opacity.

Airbrush: Simulate painting with an airbrush. Paint builds up as you hold down the mouse button. Brush hardness
and opacity control how much paint is applied and how fast. Click the button to turn this option on or off.
Note: This setting is for the Brush tool only.

Auto erase: Paint the background color over areas that contain the foreground color. Note: This setting is for the
Pencil tool only.

Drawing with the Pencil tool

Use the Pencil tool to create hard-edged lines. The Pencil tool may be useful for outlining shapes, or sketching.

To draw with the Pencil tool:

1. Open a new document in the Photoshop Elements Editor Brush:| Default Brushes 5 =
workspace. ’ R
B
2. Select the Pencil tool (Figure 1). 1
3. Choose a foreground color in the Brush options panel. : S
4. Choose a relatively small brush, such as 9 px, from the *
. R
Brush Preset pop-up panel (Figure 3). 5
® 1
5. In the options bar, leave Mode set to Normal. : ~®i«]am Round 3 pixels
6. Make sure Opacity is set to 100%. | — - | e —
Opacity:

7. Draw by using one of the following methods: . L
Figure 3 Default brush options in the Brush Preset
* To draw freehand, drag in the image (Figure 4). pop-up panel
* To draw a straight line, click a starting point in the
image. Then, while holding down the Shift key, click
an ending point for the line (Figure 5). W
Observe that the line is hard-edged; that is, it does not

have any blending at the edges.
Figure 4 Drawing freehand with the Pencil tool

Figure 5 Drawing a straight line with the Pencil
tool
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Change Opacity to 50% in the options bar and draw
another line that overlaps the first line (Figure 6).

Observe that the line is half as dark as the first line and
that the first line shows through wherever you overlap it.

Drawing with the Brush tool

/ELCACKT,

Figure 6 Second line with Opacity set to 50%

The Brush tool creates soft or hard strokes of color. You can also use it to simulate airbrush techniques. Use the
Brush tool to shade areas and draw with a variety of brush tips.

To draw with the Brush tool:

1.

Open a new document in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Select the Brush tool (Figure 1).
Choose a foreground color in the Brush options panel.

Choose a relatively large brush, such as 19 px, from the
Brush Preset pop-up panel.

In the options bar, leave Mode set to Normal.
Set Opacity to 40%.

Draw freehand by dragging in the image. Release the
mouse and drag back over the line you just painted
(Figure 7).

When you are using the Brush tool, the line’s edges are
softer than they were with the Pencil tool. Note that the
line’s color is lighter because you set Opacity to 40%,
but the color is darker where the lines intersect. (The
opacity of the overlap is 80% because the opacity of
each line is 40%.)

Note: To draw a straight line with the Brush tool, hold
down the Shift key.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Opacity at 80% where lines intersect

Figure 7 Drawing with Brush, Opacity 40%
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Using specialty brush tips

A large number of brush tips are available in Photoshop Elements. These range from artistic brushes—wet or
calligraphic brushes—to specialty brushes such as starbursts or snowflakes. You access these through the Brushes

menu.

To use brush tips:

1. Open a new document in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

2. Select the Brush tool.

3. Choose the Assorted Brushes category in the Brushes
pop-up panel (Figure 8) from the Brush options panel.
This loads the Assorted Brushes set into the Brushes
pop-up panel.

4. Choose one of the specialty brush tips in the Brushes
pop-up panel, such as the Crosshatch 3 brush (#15 in
Figure 9).

5. Drag in the image to paint with the specialty brush
(Figure 10).

How to draw

) Default Brushes

19 Assorted Brushes k‘
. Basic Brushes
Calligraphic Brushes

5 Drop Shadow Brushes
Dry Media Brushes

~w—
[ 2

Faux Finish Brushes )
3 Natural Brushes 2
Doc: 1.99M/2.20M ° Natural Brushes 1
Pen Pressure )

13 Special Effect Brushes

=7 Square Brushes —
x Brush: [ Thick Heavy Brushes
' 3 Wet Media Brushes

Size: (T3 px

é Opacity: ﬂ 100%

Figure 8 Brush categories in the Brushes pop-up
panel

Bmsh:l Assorted Brushes v l =
E
14

] _: Tl u‘.
23

| [

Brush: m v

Size: _ 15 px
Opacity: ﬂ 100%

Figure 9 Tips for Assorted Brushes in the Brushes
pop-up panel

Figure 10 Painting with the Crosshatch 3
specialty brush tip
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Using the Pattern Stamp tool

With the Pattern Stamp tool, you can paint patterns onto an image, choosing from a variety of patterns.

To use the Pattern Stamp tool:

1.

In the Photoshop Elements Editor workspace, select the
Clone Stamp tool. If the Pattern Stamp tool is not
visible, click the Clone Stamp tool and select the Pattern
Stamp tool from the Brush options panel (Figure 11).

Observe that the options panel is slightly different than
it is for the Brush tool.

To the right of the Opacity setting is the pattern picker.

Select a pattern from the pattern picker (Figure 12). To
view more groups of patterns, click the arrow to display
the Pattern pop-up menu.

Select the Aligned option to keep the pattern aligned
with your original starting point.

Otherwise, the pattern starts anew each time you lift the
pointer.

Leave the Impressionist option deselected.

With the Impressionist option selected, the pattern
appears in blocks of color.

Drag on the image to draw with the Pattern Stamp tool
(Figure 13).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Pattern Stamp
hd
[:] Impressionist
Pattern Stamp Pattern picker

Figure 11 Pattern Stamp tool

Click here to open Pattern menu

Artist Surfaces
Color Paper
Default
Grayscale Paper
Nature Patterns
Patterns 2
Patterns

Rock Patterns. i
¥ Texture Fill 2

W Texture Fill

Figure 12 Pattern pop-up menu in the pattern
picker

Figure 13 Painting with the Pattern Stamp tool
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Applying effects with the Smart Brush tool

Use the Smart Brush tool to create a quick selection and automatically apply a special effect to the selection. The
Smart Brush tool allows for non-destructive editing because it adds the effect to a new Adjustment layer, preserving
the underlying layers. Photoshop Elements includes over 90 preset special effects that you can apply by using the
Smart Brush tool (Figure 14). For a more precise selection, use the Detail Smart Brush tool instead.

Presets:| Show All v

Blueprint

Brick wall
L\&

Grape Expectations

m Grayscale
ﬁ
ﬁ -

Green Filter

& Hers

s

“3

&

e

! High Contrast Red Filter
" 2

g His

e

I 7

Honeycomb
Hot Pink

Impressionista

o

lgl Reverse - high noon

! Sa“n

5;‘ in ri
Satin ripples
b Sepia Duotone

8

Reverse - black and white
5

Figure 14 Examples of Smart Brush tool presets

To apply effects with the Smart Brush tool:

1. Open a new document in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

2. Select the Smart Brush tool.

3. Choose a Smart Brush preset from the Smart Brush
options panel (Figure 15).

How to draw

Pmeml Show All

v

4
1}

et

Spothght

{! Spray Tan

&
Figure 15 Smart Brush presets
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4. Drag to create a quick selection.

Depending on the type of preset effect you choose, the
effect is applied to the selected area or the inverse of the
selection (Figure 16).

Using the Smart Brush creates a new adjustment layer.
The effects are applied in the adjustment layer,
preserving the original images or shapes (Figure 17).

5. In the options bar, use the New Selection, Add To
Selection, and Subtract From Selection to refine the
selection.

6. When you are finished making the selection and P
applying the effect, deselect the adjustment layer to see

Figure 16 Smart Brush selection
the final result (Figure 18).

Figure 17 Adjustement layer

Figure 18 Final effect of the Spooky Smart Brush
tool
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How to enhance a photo

The Adobe Photoshop Elements Editor workspace includes three editing views. These include Quick, Guided, and
Expert (Figure 1). Use Quick to automatically adjust the tonal range, color, and sharpness of your photos. Guided
offers detailed instructions for performing basic and advanced editing techniques. Use Expert for manual editing.

Basic edits include things like cropping and rotating photos. Examples of advanced guided edits are photo
retouching, applying lens effects, and merging photos.

This guide covers the following topics:
¢ Using the Expert view to fix red eye caused by flash photography.
*  Using the Quick view to apply auto adjustments to color, contrast, lighting, and sharpness.
¢ Using the Quick Selection tool to make changes to image selections.

*  Using the Guided view to view and apply photo editing techniques such as merging photos, apply styles,
stacking images, and using the Orton effect to create a soft dreamy feel to your photography.

Smart Fix 2

«!

E
I
L

Exposure

Levels

HXé§ s

Color

#<

Balance i

EEEE

Touchups A H

m Brightness and Contrast
l Comect Skin Tones
ﬂ Crop Photo

B envoncecolens

i.‘ Levels

B ¥ 5 C D HEE

Phoro Bin  Tool Options _Undo. Pedo __ fowte  Layowt Orgeslaer

{6
i
I

Figure 1 Quick, Guided, and Expert edit views
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Removing red eye

One of the most common photography problems is the red eye effect caused by a camera’s flash. This problem is
even more common with digital cameras because the flash unit is so close to the lens. Removing red eye is
extremely simple with Photoshop Elements.

To remove red eye:

1.

Open an image that has red eye in the Photoshop
Elements Editor workspace.

Select Expert from the Modes tab to open the full
toolbar.

Zoom in to the area that needs correction.

Select the Red Eye Removal tool in the toolbox
(Figure 2).

Drag to draw a selection border around the affected eye
(Figure 3).

The red eye is removed.

(Optional) Refine the Pupil Radius and Darken amount
using the Red Eye Removal panel. Repeat the process

on the same or other eyes until you are happy with the
results.

How to enhance a photo

QY

SELECT

r==1a
1 1

'S
'i" Laad

/ Red Eye Removal tool

Figure 2 Red Eye Removal tool

Selection border

Figure 3 Red eye removal
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Using Quick Fix

You can use several methods to enhance the images you bring into Adobe Photoshop Elements, but if you prefer to
let Photoshop Elements do most of the work, you can probably find everything you need in Quick mode.

In Quick, you can make auto adjustments to color, contrast, lighting, and sharpness. You can even remove unwanted
red eye caused by flash photography.

For even faster results, you can let Photoshop Elements make all the decisions by applying a Smart Fix. Smart Fixes
make automatic adjustments to lighting, color, and contrast with a single click. If you like the results, you can move
on to editing another photo. If not, undo your changes and try applying other enhancements from the Enhance menu
or the Lighting, Color, or Sharpness panels.

To enhance an image with Smart Fix:

1. Open the image in the Photoshop Elements Editor a@
workspace and select Quick from the Modes tab.

You m Smart Fix =

2. Click SmartFix button to open the panel (Figure 4).

O—— 0
2. Open the View menu in the upper-left corner of the

workspace and select Before & After - Horizontal A

(Figure 5). Vg
You can view the photo as it appears after applying fixes, vﬁﬁ
or place the original beside the fixed image for a before-

and-after view.

@ Exposure >t
ﬂ Levels e
") [4]
———=m

a
v
AYPAN Balance

m Sharpen ¥

Figure 4 Smart Fix panel

After Only

Before Only

Before & After - Horizontal k‘
Before & After - Vertical

Figure 5 View drop-down menu
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The copies of the image appear side-by-side (Figure 6).
3. Choose Enhance > Auto Smart Fix.

In the example (Figure 7), the After image is enhanced
automatically by increasing the color saturation,
adjusting the color levels, and correcting the contrast.

If you like the result, you have finished editing. If not,
adjust the amount of Smart Fix by dragging the slider in
the Smart Fix panel. After manually adjusting the image,
you can confirm or cancel the change by clicking the
check mark or X at the top of the Smart Fix panel
(Figure 8).

How to enhance a photo

Figure 6 Before and After views

Figure 7 After view with Smart Fix applied

m Smart Fix 2

Figure 8 Manually applying a Smart Fix
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To apply automatic enhancement for brightness, contrast, color, and sharpness:

1. To adjust brightness, choose Enhance > Auto Levels.

Note: You can also click the Auto button for Levels in

the Levels panel (Figure 9).

2. To adjust contrast, choose Enhance > Auto Contrast.

Note: You can also click the Auto button for Contrast or

use the sliders in the Levels panel.

3. To adjust color, choose Enhance > Auto Color
Correction.

Note: You can also use the Auto button for Color or the

sliders in the Color panel (Figure 10).

4. To adjust sharpness, choose Enhance > Auto Sharpen.

Note: You can also use the Auto button for Sharpness or

the Sharpen slider in the Sharpness panel (Figure 11).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated
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Using the Quick Selection tool

Before you can edit discreet parts of a photo, you need to select the area of the image or layer you want to edit. One
way to do this is by using the Quick Selection tool. The Quick Selection tool lets you apply enhancements to limited
parts of an image. Using the Quick Selection tool, you can select areas with similar colors by dragging the tool
across the canvas.

To use Quick Selection:

/4

1. Open the image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

. : : W
2. Click the Quick Selection tool (Figure 12).
3. Drag the pointer across the canvas over an area with
consistent color. 5:'\ Quick Selection tool

As you do, observe that all of the surrounding area of
similar color is selected (Figure 13).

4. Apply a change in one of the Quick Fix panels. For
example, you could increase the midtone contrast.

A

Observe that changes apply only to the selected area
(Figure 14). Figure 12 Quick Selection tool

Figure 14 Changes applied to selected areas
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Performing guided edits

Guided Edit mode includes eight categories of guided editing effects ranging from basic to advanced. For example,
you can crop a photo, adjust color and lighting. You can also apply special lens and photography effects such as
Depth of Field or the Orton Effect.

The following are a few examples of guided edits:

Depth of Field is the distance between the nearest and farthest objects in a scene that appear acceptably
sharp in an image (Figure 15). In some cases, it may be desirable to have the entire image sharp, and a
large depth of field is appropriate. In other cases, a small depth of file may be more effective, emphasizing
the subject while de-emphasizing (or blurring) the foreground and background.

Figure 15 Small depth of field (left) and large depth of field (right)

The Orton Effect, named after Michael Orton, is a photography technique which blends two completely
different photos of the same scene, resulting in a distinctive mix of high and low detail areas within the
same photo giving it a soft and dreamy feel (Figure 16). The original technique was to overlay two or more
images of an identical scene with very different exposures on slide film. One image is sharply focused and
the others are very out of focus. In Photoshop Elements, you can apply this effect to a single image by
using the Orton Effect under Photography Effects in Guided Edit mode. You can also attempt to manually
create this effect by merging two photos of the same scene with different exposures.

Create Orton Effect a@

After (Roll over to see Before)

m Add Orton Effect

Figure 16 Orton Effect

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated How to enhance a photo
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* A Picture Stack produces the effect of a single image made from a collage of separate pictures (Figure 17).
A picture stack makes a great cover image for a photo book, web page, or report.

Figure 17 Picture Stack

*  Photomerge Style Match applies the style from a one photo to another.

To create a picture stack:

1. Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace. This is the source for the picture stack. Touchups v

2. Select Guided from the Modes tabs to display the
options. Photo Effects v

3. Expand the Picture Stack panel if it is not already open
(Figure 18). Photo Play ~

& Out Of Bounds
"I picture Stack
L P
P
Pop Art

Reflection

Figure 18 Photo Play panel
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4. Click Picture Stack in the Photo Play panel.
The Picture Stack options appear (Figure 19).

5. Select options for the Picture stack, including the
number of pictures, border, and background.

6. Click Done.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

Picture Stack a@

After (Roll over to see Before)

1. Select Number of Pictures
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2. Change Border Width
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[ Done | 1 Cancel ]

Figure 19 Picture Stack options
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To apply a style from another image:

1.

Open an image in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Select Guided from the Modes tabs to display the
options.

Choose Enhance > Photomerge > Photomerge Style
Match .

The Photomerge Style Match panel opens (Figure 20).

The Style Image and the After image opens in the
document workspace, with the Style Bin below
(Figure 21).

From the Style Bin, select an image that matches the
style you wish to apply to your image, and drag that
image into the Style Image box in the document
workspace.

How to enhance a photo

Photomerge Style Match ae

The Photo Bin displays various styles.
Drag one into the Style Image to geta
similar effect on your Final Image.

Intensity: eT——————()
Clarity: com—(—

Details: e m—

‘ 47  Style Eraser

| ‘/ Style Painter

Use the Style Eraser on places on the Final
Image where you want to remove the
applied effect. Use the Style Painter to

repaint the Style.

Soften Stroke Edges:

1

| Done } \ Cancel |

Figure 20 Photomerge panel

Add Style Images

Figure 21 Style Match
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Note: You can also add your own images to the Style
Bin. Click the Add Style Images button and navigate to
the location of the images you want to add to the Style
Bin (Figure 22).

The style of Style Image is applied to the source image.

Use the sliders and other controls in the Photomerge
Style Match panel to adjust the style intensity, clarity,
and level of detail of your image (Figure 20).

The changes are applied to the image. You can preview
the changes in the document window (Figure 23).

Click the Done button to apply the Photomerge Style
Match (Figure 20).

The style changes are saved for your image.

+ o

Add Style Images from Organizer...k
Add Style Images from Hard Disk...

Figure 22 Add Style Images options

View: | Style & After - [}

Zoom: -=O= 80%

Figure 23 Style Match
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How to export to print and web

Once you finish editing your images or creating projects from these images, you can export images in formats for
print (PDF) and the web (JPEG, GIF, or PNG).

Saving as PDF from within Photoshop Elements

You can save Photoshop Elements images as Adobe Photoshop PDF (Portable Document Format). PDFs display all
types of graphics accurately and can be opened on any operating system.

To save as a Photoshop PDF:

1.

Open the photo in the Photoshop Elements Editor
workspace.

Choose File > Save As.

The Save As dialog box appears (Figure 1).

Choose Photoshop PDF from the Format popup menu.
Select from the following options:

* Choose Include In The Elements Organizer to access
the PDF through the Organizer after you have saved it.

* Choose Save In Version Set With Original to link the
PDF to the original image file. When you choose this
option, the PDF will be grouped with the original image
in the Organizer.

Click Save.

The Save Adobe PDF dialog box appears (Figure 2).
Leave the options at their defaults. Be sure the View PDF
After Saving option is selected so you can preview the
PDF after you save it.

Click Save PDF.

The Save Adobe PDF dialog box closes and the PDF
opens in Acrobat Reader. (You must have Acrobat Reader
installed to view the PDF.)

Review the file in the Organizer. PDF will be grouped
with the original image (Figure 3).

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated

sove: - A3 8 Copy.

7] Use Lower Case Extension

Figure 1 Save As dialog box

Save Adobe PDF X
Options
Compression:
Image Quality: | Low v
["] View PDF After Saving
Cancel

Figure 2 Save Adobe PDF options dialog box

Click here
for other
versions

Expand to
reveal other
versions

Figure 3 Available versions in the Elements

Organizer

How to export to print and web





Adobe Photoshop Elements 11 guide

Saving for the web from within Photoshop Elements
Photoshop Elements provides two options for exporting images for use on the Web:

* In the Save For Web dialog box, you can preview images and specify details on how they are saved. You
can use this dialog box to create GIFs and PNGs (best for drawings and other low-color images) and JPEGs
(best for photos).

* The Save As JPEG option lets you quickly save images as JPEGs. JPEG is the web standard for
photographs. When you choose Save As JPEG, Photoshop Elements presents you with options for saving
the JPEG, including a size/quality setting and a matte color for transparent areas of the image.
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Qancel Done

Figure 4 Save For Web dialog box

To use the Save For Web option:
1. Open the photo in the Adobe Elements Editor workspace and choose File > Save For Web.

The Save For Web dialog box appears (Figure 4). This dialog box lets you choose from three image types—
JPEG, GIF, or PNG—and adjust the size of the image and other options.

2. For photos, choose JPEG. For drawings and other images with limited colors, choose GIF or PNG.

3. Experiment with different quality percentages, enter dimensions for the exported image, and make other
changes.

Observe that a preview of the new image appears in the right panel, along with a predicted size for the exported
image.

4. Click OK.
The Save As dialog box appears.

5. Choose a name and location for the file and click Save.
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To save as a JPEG:

1.

Open the photo in the Adobe Elements Editor
workspace and choose File > Save As.

The Save As dialog box appears (Figure 5).

Browse to the location where you want to save the file.
Choose JPEG from the Format popup menu.

Select from the following options:

*  Choose Include In The Elements Organizer to
access the JPEG through the Organizer after you
have saved it.

*  Choose Save In Version Set With Original to link
the JPEG to the original image file. When you
choose this option, the JPEG will be grouped with
the original image in the Organizer.

Click Save.
The JPEG Options dialog box appears (Figure 6).

Depending on your file size needs, move the Quality
slider from small to large. (You can also choose from a
number of presets by using the Quality popup menu.) As
you move the Image Options slider, a preview of the file
size appears in the right section of the dialog box.

Click OK.
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